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MINUTES OF THE OPEN SESSION ORDINARY MEETING 
OF THE BURNIE CITY COUNCIL 

HELD AT THE CITY OFFICES ON TUESDAY, 22 JUNE 2021 
 
 
 

HOUR: 6.00pm – 6.01pm 

 7.00pm – 8.17pm 
 
 

TIME OCCUPIED: 1 hour 18 minutes 

 
 

PRESENT: Mayor S Kons, Deputy Mayor G Simpson, Cr A Boyd, Cr T Brumby, 

Cr T Bulle, Cr K Dorsey, Cr A Keygan, Cr C Lynch, Cr D Pease. 
 
 
 Officers in Attendance: 
 General Manager (S Overland), Director Works and Services (G 

Neil), Director Corporate (B Lynch), Chief Financial Officer (B 
Pilgrim), Executive Manager Corporate Governance (M Neasey), 
Governance Officer (N French) and Media and Communications 
Officer (F Loughran). 

 
 

APOLOGIES:  Director Land and Environmental Services (P Earle) 
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‘CLOSED SESSION’:  COUNCIL 
 
 
The General Manager advised that in his opinion, the agenda items listed below are 
prescribed items in accordance with Clause 15 of the Local Government (Meeting 
Procedures) Regulations 2015 (i.e. confidential matters), and therefore Council may by 
absolute majority determine to close the meeting to the general public. 

 Meeting 
 Regulations 
 Reference 
 

AC057-21 COUNCILLOR DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 15(2)(g) 
 

AC058-21 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF THE 'CLOSED SESSION' 
MEETING OF COUNCIL HELD ON 25 MAY 2021 15(2)(g) 

 

AC059-21 APPLICATIONS FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE 15(2)(h) 
 

AC060-21 BURNIE AIRPORT CORPORATION PTY LTD - QUARTERLY REPORT 15(2)(g) 
 

AC061-21 GENERAL MANAGER'S REPORT - CLOSED SESSION 15(2)(i) 
 

AC062-21 NON AGENDA ITEMS 15(2)(f) 
 

AC063-21 MATTERS CONSIDERED IN CLOSED SESSION 15(2)(f) 
 

AC064-21 AUTHORISATION TO DISCLOSE CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION 15(2)(f) 
 

AC065-21 COMPLETION OF CLOSED SESSION / MEETING ADJOURNMENT 15(2)(f) 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 
“THAT the meeting be closed to the public to enable Council to consider agenda items 
AC057-21 to AC065-21 which are confidential matters as prescribed in Clause 15 of the 
Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015”  
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Close Meeti ng to Public  

 

COUNCIL RESOLUTION 

Resolution number: MO091-21 

MOVED: Cr A Boyd 

SECONDED: Cr G Simpson  

“THAT the meeting be closed to the public to enable Council to consider agenda items 
AC057-21 to AC065-21 which are confidential matters as prescribed in Clause 15 of the 
Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015”  
 

For: Cr S Kons, Cr A Boyd, Cr T Brumby, Cr K Dorsey, Cr C Lynch, Cr A Keygan, Cr G 
Simpson, Cr T Bulle, Cr D Pease. 

Against:  

 CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
Reg Confidential Reason 

15(2)(a) Personnel matters, including complaints against an employee of the council and industrial relations 
matters 

15(2)(b) Information that, if disclosed, is likely to confer a commercial advantage or impose a commercial 
disadvantage on a person with whom the council is conducting, or proposes to conduct, business 

15(2)(c) Commercial information of a confidential nature that, if disclosed, is likely to (i) prejudice the 
commercial position of the person who supplied it; or (ii) confer a commercial advantage on a 
competitor of the council; or (iii) reveal a trade secret 

15(2)(d) Contracts, and tenders, for the supply of goods and services and their terms, conditions, approval 
and renewal 

15(2)(e)  The security of (i) the council, councillors and council staff; or (ii) the property of the council 

15(2)(f) Proposals for the council to acquire land or an interest in land or for the disposal of land 

15(2)(g) Information of a personal and confidential nature or information provided to the council on the 
condition it is kept confidential 

15(2)(h) Applications by councillors for a leave of absence 

15(2)(i) Matters relating to actual or possible litigation taken, or to be taken, by or involving the council or 
an employee of the council 

15(2)(j) The personal hardship of any person who is resident in, or is a ratepayer in, the relevant municipal 
area 
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In accordance with Regulation 34(1)(b) of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) 
Regulations 2015, it is reported that the following matters were considered in Closed 
Session: 
 
Agenda Item Title Brief Description 

AC057-21 Councillor Declarations of Interest A report to consider any declarations of 
interest by Councillors in any matter in the 
Agenda 

AC058-21 Confirmation of Minutes of the 
Closed Session Meeting of Council 
held on 25 May 2021 

A motion to confirm the Minutes of the 
previous meeting 
  

AC059-21 Applications for Leave of Absence A report to consider any requests for leave 
of absence by a Councillor 

AC060-21 Burnie Airport Corporation Pty Ltd 
– Quarterly Report  

A report to receive the quarterly report 
from Burnie Airport Corporation, of which 
Council is a shareholder 

AC061-21 General Manager’s Report – Closed 
Session 

A report that considers various operational 
updates of a confidential nature 

AC062-21 Non Agenda Items A report to consider dealing with any matter 
that is not on the Council Agenda 

AC063-21 Matters Considered in Closed 
Session 

A report containing a brief description of all 
reports considered by Council in the Closed 
Session 

AC064-21 Authorisation to Disclose 
Confidential Information 

A report that authorises the Mayor and 
General Manager to disclose information if 
required during the course of implementing 
the decisions of Council 

AC065-21 Completion of Closed 
Session/Meeting Adjournment 

This report confirms the completion of 
Closed Session 
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RESUMPTION 
 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 
 
The Mayor commenced the Open Session with the Acknowledgement of Country. 
 
The Burnie City Council acknowledges Tasmanian Aborigines as the traditional owners of 
the land on which we are meeting and on which this building stands. 
 
 

AUDIO RECORDING 
 
It is noted that the Open Session of the Meeting will be audio recorded.  The audio recording 
will be made available to the public in accordance with Regulation 33 of the Local 
Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015. 
 
 

PRAYER 
 
The meeting was opened with prayer by Belinda Cassie of the Burnie Salvation Army. 
 
 
(Declarations of Interest)  COUNCILLOR  DEC LAR ATIONS OF  INTEREST  

(AO096-21) COUNC ILLOR DEC LARATION S OF INTEREST  

AO096-21 COUNCILLOR DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST   
 
The Mayor requested Councillors to declare any interest that they or a close associate may 
have in respect of any matter appearing on the agenda. 
 
There were no declarations of interest. 
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(Prelimi naries) C ONFIRMATION  OF  MINUTES OF TH E 'OPEN  SESSION' MEETIN G OF COUNC IL HELD ON 25 MAY 2021 

(AO097-21) CONFIRMATION  OF M INUTES OF TH E 'OPEN  SESSION' MEETIN G OF  COUNC IL HELD ON 25 MAY 2021 

AO097-21 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF THE 'OPEN SESSION' MEETING 
OF COUNCIL HELD ON 25 MAY 2021   

 

RECOMMENDATION: 

 
“THAT the minutes of the ‘Open Session’ of the Burnie City Council, held at the City Offices 
on 25 May 2021, be confirmed as true and correct.” 
 
 

 

 

 

COUNCIL RESOLUTION 

Resolution number: MO092-21 

MOVED: Cr D Pease 

SECONDED: Cr G Simpson  

“THAT the minutes of the ‘Open Session’ of the Burnie City Council, held at the City Offices 
on 25 May 2021, be confirmed as true and correct.” 
 

For: Cr S Kons, Cr A Boyd, Cr T Brumby, Cr K Dorsey, Cr C Lynch, Cr A Keygan, Cr G 
Simpson, Cr T Bulle, Cr D Pease. 

Against:  

 CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
 



OPEN SESSION  MINUTES - ORDINARY MEETING OF COUNCIL 
 TUESDAY, 22 JUNE 2021 

Page 11 

Motions on N otice 

(AO098-21) MOTION  ON N OTIC E - M EET  AND  GR EET  SESSIONS 

MOTIONS ON NOTICE 
 

AO098-21 MOTION ON NOTICE - MEET AND GREET SESSIONS 
 

FILE NO: 15/5/2, 21/35819 
PREVIOUS MIN: AO334-19     

 

 
Councillor Ken Dorsey has given notice that he would move the following motion at this 
meeting:- 
  
“THAT Council immediately organize meet and greet sessions for residents before the end 

of July.” 
 

 
COUNCILLOR’S COMMENTS 
 
The motion has previously passed and it is on our “to do” list of seldomly completed done - 
“to dos”. 
 
With the draconian restrictions placed on Council meeting that defy anyone’s sense of logic; 
we have limited opportunity to meet the public in a semi-formalised manner. 
 
I attended the address of the PM and Treasurer with approximately 60-100 in attendance – 
this is an area that is no greater than that of the Council Chambers, did not adhere to the 1.5 
meter distancing and from no accounts – no one caught COVID in a COVID free state.  The 
greatest risk to attendees was the PM, Treasurer and their minders.   
 
As there continues to be a considerable amount of misunderstanding associated with the 
changes Council initiated; it would be prudent to have Councillors, those who will attend, 
face the public and provide residents an opportunity to vent, understand, suggest solutions 
and provide ideas to address the issues facing the city.    
 
Each idea and suggestion to be discussed and considered by Council and included in the 
open council agenda with an answer.   
 
The reason to do so are simple, the meeting/s provide ratepayers and residents: 
 

1. Accurate information  
2. The opportunity to discuss issues that face them personally 
3. A chance to have a say on the future direction of the city 
4. An opportunity to understand the changes initiated   

 
For Councillors, it provides us with an opportunity to: 
 

1. Tap the intelligence of the populace 
2. Discover what they expect of Councillors and what they want for the city 
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3. Seek direct inputs  
4. Listen to and document their ideas 

 
This is a win for the community, a win for Councillors and signals a new way forward for the 
city. 
 
GENERAL MANAGER’S COMMENTS 
 
Council recently undertook a review of outstanding actions and resolved that this initiative, 
as previously considered, would be set aside and not pursued at this time. 
 
Council Officers have developed a Communications Strategy which will be discussed with 
Council at workshop in coming weeks. Further to this, it is proposed that Council develop a 
more comprehensive Consultation Framework which guides the way in which feedback is 
sought from the community on a regular basis, in order to provide broad, meaningful and 
measurable data to inform Council decision-making.  
 
A meet and greet style approach is one method of seeking feedback, but there are others to 
consider. The risk of this approach is that it lends itself to becoming minority focused and 
not representative of the whole community, and it can create expectations about what 
Council may deliver before any consideration is given to the resourcing and implementation 
of ideas, or their alignment to strategic priorities. The data in this type of forum is 
conversational, and therefore difficult to capture and measure.  Such sessions will also have 
a resourcing impact in undertaking arrangements, and collating information.  
 
It is recommended that rather than schedule meet and greet sessions, Council first 
undertake work on its Consultation Framework to consider the methods it will use, and how 
to engage a broader cross-section of the community, to collect reliable and quantitative 
data, and at what key milestones consultation will be most valued – for example as part of 
the budget process in future years.   
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COUNCIL RESOLUTION 

Resolution number: MO093-21 

MOVED: Cr K Dorsey 

SECONDED: Cr D Pease  

“THAT Council immediately organize meet and greet sessions for residents.” 

 

For: Cr S Kons, Cr A Boyd, Cr T Brumby, Cr K Dorsey, Cr C Lynch, Cr A Keygan, Cr G 
Simpson, Cr T Bulle, Cr D Pease. 

Against:  

 CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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(AO099-21) MOTION  ON N OTIC E - R EMOVAL OF TR EES IN CBD  

MOTIONS ON NOTICE 
 

AO099-21 MOTION ON NOTICE - REMOVAL OF TREES IN CBD 
 

FILE NO: 15/5/2, 21/35819 
PREVIOUS MIN:       

 

 
Councillor Ken Dorsey has given notice that he would move the following motion at this 
meeting:- 
  
“THAT Council remove the trees that line the CBD (silver birch) and immediately seek 
options to replace them with either evergreens or trees that signal seasons with colour and 
beauty.” 
 
 

COUNCILLOR’S COMMENTS 
 
I would suggest that next to parking this is the number one issue raised by businesses in the 
CBD.  Whilst I appreciate the greenery in the city and do not in any way want to diminish the 
greening of the city, the trees selected are inappropriate for numerous reasons:   
 

1. They are deciduous without the benefit of being colourful signalling seasons. 
2. The trees make a constant mess for business (trees are messy). 
3. They are not particularly attractive (boring), but the trees do add the tiring appeal of 

the city. 
4. If setting having a coffee, tea or food under them you are provided with extra 

roughage with constant falling debris. 
5. They create health and safety issues for residents with slippage being an issue. 
6. The roots force the pavers up requiring constant repair and making the uneven bricks 

more uneven creating trip hazards. 
 
The benefits of removing the trees: 
 

1. It cleans up the footpaths making them safer for residents. 
2. It pleases a large number of businesses by reducing constant cleaning near their 

businesses. 
3. It extends the life of internal and external guttering (plaza arcade) that has created 

further issues with leakage (all owners should be advised that stainless steel 
guttering is the preferred replacement for leaking gutters). 

4. It signals the intent of Council to upgrade (refurbish) the CBD for minimal cost. 
 
Possible solutions following the removal of the trees: 
 

1. Do nothing – leave as is, without trees. 
2. Secure experts to provide “another” feasibility study for considerable money that will 

be shelved in 5 years as pointless (could use that money to change the CBD). 
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3. Secure trees that provide colour and a seasonal splendour making Burnie a need to 
see location when the trees are changing.  They create seasonal messes, but at least 
they are attractive and create a “look” (cherry blossoms – Japan). 

4. Ask local horticulturist for advise on trees that represent Tasmania and provide the 
city with a Tasmanian flavour. 

5. Replace with evergreens that are synonymous with and represent Tasmania. 
6. Use planters strategically placed along the footpath to provide an attractive place to 

live and shop. 
7. Create “green” setting areas that make for a village feel and make the CBD a large. 

 
Conclusion: 
 
We have suffered long-term reputational integrity following the cuts to services and shelving 
of numerous reports prepared that were never going anywhere and cost a considerable 
amount of money.  This can be done for minimal cost utilising the services of local arborist. 
 
GENERAL MANAGER’S COMMENTS 
 
The trees within the central CBD were installed as part of the streetscape renewal in the late 
1990’s, early 2000’s. Soft landscaping also included the street planter boxes. 
 
At that time, a CBD upgrade strategy guided the redevelopment to ensure the provision of a 
consistent and integrated streetscape. 
 
Trees in a CBD environment do create management issues as noted in the comments above, 
however this is not unique to Burnie and can be addressed though appropriate selection and 
placement of trees and design of infrastructure to account for tree growth. 
 
The community also need to appreciate that in providing natural landscaping to beautify and 
create liveable spaces, there is some inconvenience associated with the life cycle of trees 
and other vegetation. These can be managed through appropriate operational activities. 
 
There had been past discussion within Council as to the need to “Green the CBD” and this is 
a continual theme that arises from discussion on CBD upgrade or revitalisation projects. 
 
It is recognised that landscaping treatments do have a life and there is merit in developing a 
new vision for the CBD landscaping. 
 
Council is currently working through a process to develop its broader vision for the CBD and 
it is suggested that removal of the trees within the streetscape and replacement with new 
species, without reference to an agreed landscaping strategy, is premature. Such a strategy 
may include some of the matters noted in the comments above. 
 
The removal of the trees in the CBD would require funds to be allocated to the project, 
cost centres could include: 
 

a) Traffic management and site safety. 
b) Tree removal activities, including removal of stump. 
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c) Purchase of new trees:  preferred to use advanced growth specimens. 
d) Planting of trees in situ or planting boxes. 

 
There is no budget for these works and they are not factored into forward work plans. 
    

COUNCIL RESOLUTION 

Resolution number: MO094-21 

MOVED: Cr K Dorsey 

SECONDED: Cr D Pease  

“THAT Council prepare options and costs to remove the silver birch trees that line the 
streets of the CBD, and consider a replacement tree species.” 
 

For: Cr S Kons, Cr A Boyd, Cr T Brumby, Cr K Dorsey, Cr C Lynch, Cr G Simpson, Cr T 
Bulle, Cr D Pease. 

Against: Cr A Keygan. 

 CARRIED 
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(AO100-21) MOTION  ON N OTIC E - SIN GLE U SE PLASTIC S 

MOTIONS ON NOTICE 
 

AO100-21 MOTION ON NOTICE - SINGLE USE PLASTICS  
 

FILE NO: 15/5/2, 21/35922 
PREVIOUS MIN:       

 

 
Councillor Amina Keygan has given notice that she would move the following motion at this 
meeting:- 
  
“THAT Council move a motion for LGAT August meeting that: 
 

1) LGAT develop a policy on the phasing out of single use plastics in Tasmania by 2022. 
2) That such a policy is put to LGAT members for voting as soon as practical. 
3) That such a policy is recommended to the State Government for action.” 

 
 

COUNCILLOR’S COMMENTS 
 
Recently, both the Western Australian and NSW Governments have moved to phase out and 
ban single use plastics in their states. WA has recently moved up its phasing out of such 
materials to the end of 2022. This means that all single use plastics such as take away 
containers, plastic lined take away coffee cups etc will be banned in the State and that 
biodegradable products and reusable products be replaced. Those who still need to access 
single use drinking straws for medical reasons, still have access to such. 
 
The rationale behind this is simple. Australians use about 3.5 million tonnes of single use 
plastics a year. Worldwide, an estimated 8-10 million tonnes of plastic ends up in the ocean 
each year.  
(https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-06-14/wa-single-use-plastic-ban-explained/100213628). 

 
We have the capacity to do something about this and indeed the call from younger 
generations to address issues of climate change and marine destruction are growing louder.  
 
Some years ago a similar motion was moved for this Council and was passed that saw single 
use plastic ban for events that Council would be involved in. That motion is no longer 
relevant, and while other local government areas (such as Kingborough) have undertaken 
these moves, action on environmental issues is likely to be more successful when a uniform 
approach is taken and implemented by a State Government. 
 
GENERAL MANAGER’S COMMENTS 
 
Council has considered this topic on three occasions in recent years, and while some actions 
have not been able to progress for varying reasons, Council has affirmed its desire through 
each of these reports to promote the reduction of single use plastics waste across its 
community. Council-run events prior to COVID-19 commenced implementing these 
initiatives.  

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-06-14/wa-single-use-plastic-ban-explained/100213628
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(Previous report references AO198-18, AO235-18 and AO241-19 available on request). 
 
The above motion, as proposed to put forward to the next LGAT General Meeting is 
consistent with Council’s view in the past to take initiatives toward the reduction of single-
use plastics and is consistent with its current strategy 5.4.3 to support State and regional 
strategies in waste reduction.  
    

COUNCIL RESOLUTION 

Resolution number: MO095-21 

MOVED: Cr A Keygan 

SECONDED: Cr K Dorsey  

“THAT Council move a motion for LGAT August meeting that: 
 

1) LGAT develop a policy on the phasing out of single use plastics in Tasmania by 2022. 
2) That such a policy is put to LGAT members for voting as soon as practical. 
3) That such a policy is recommended to the State Government for action.” 

 

For: Cr S Kons, Cr A Boyd, Cr T Brumby, Cr K Dorsey, Cr C Lynch, Cr A Keygan, Cr G 
Simpson, Cr T Bulle, Cr D Pease. 

Against:  

 CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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Public Questi on Ti me 

(AO101-21) PU BLIC QUESTION T IME 

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
 

AO101-21 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
FILE NO: 15/5/5 
 
In accordance with Clause 31 of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) 
Regulations 2015 Council conduct a Public Question Time.   

 

 
Our Process for Public Questions 
 
A public question must be provided to Council in writing prior to the start of the meeting.  
You can submit your question at any time online at www.burnie.net or complete a form at 
the entry to the Meeting Room. 
 
You can submit your question at any time prior to this online at www.burnie.net. There is a 
limit of two questions per person.  
 
Your question will be read out by the Mayor during the meeting.   
 
Council Meetings are recorded.   
 
Please note: 
 

 Parliamentary Privilege does not apply at Council Meetings 

 If it is not possible to answer the question at the meeting, the General Manager will 
provide a written answer within 10 days 

 The question and answer cannot be debated 

 The Mayor may refuse to accept a question 
 
 
Lyn Price, of Burnie, asked: 
 
1. I have been attending Council meetings for many years and have always paid particular 

attention to the "Council Communications" section in the Minutes where the incoming 
letters and correspondence to Council for the month are published. In March, April and 
May of this year the Communications journal disappeared and last month only two 
letters appeared, included under the "Mayor's Communication" with the heading of 
"Correspondence for Noting". Could Council please advise if it plans to reinstate this 
original section so there is transparency around correspondence or, if it continues to 
appear under "Correspondence for Noting" explain the criteria used to decide what is 
or isn't noteworthy? 

 
 The Mayor replied that the former monthly report Communications Journal has been 

merged into the monthly General Manager’s Report, therefore any correspondence 
addressed to the Mayor or Councillors that needs to be tabled for noting is now 
attached to this report. General thank you letters are provided to Councillors in their 

http://www.burnie.net/
http://www.burnie.net/
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weekly newsletter update.  Where particular correspondence requires a response, a 
Communications Journal report is still used, with advice provided, in order for Council 
to consider a response.  

 
 The Mayor confirmed a written response would be provided. 
 
2. For many years the Community Bands and Music Programmes have been strongly 

supported by Council with annual grants of $2,500. This allocation is significant 
assistance for financial planning and programming for each ensemble and much 
appreciated. Can Council please confirm this support will be available for the 2021/22 
Financial Year? 

 
 The Mayor replied that Council has not yet adopted the 2021/22 Annual Budget and is 

still in the process of reviewing budget allocations.  In preparation for the following 
2022/23 year, it is intended that Council will review and enhance its policy around 
financial support to community groups, to achieve a more a consistent and open 
process for the application, and consideration of, all such funding requests leading into 
the preparation of Council’s budget each year. 

 
 
LyndaI Thorne, of Burnie, asked: 
 
1. Now that the consultation period with affected staff is completed could council please 

disclose the total of the redundancy costs incurred, and provide feedback as to whether 
the actions taken so far towards financial recovery have council on-track to achieve 
your intended outcomes?  

 
 The Mayor replied that this question would be taken on notice and a written response 

would be provided. 
 
2. In your response to the petition which the Burnie Arts Bounce Back group submitted on 

May 24, consultation is referred to as something which ' ... will continue.' We are of the 
view that consultation has not yet commenced and that meetings which have taken 
place so far with representatives from council have really just been information catch-
up for community left reeling by the May 3rd announcements. We are told that the 
opportunity for consultation will be provided once the business plan and vision have 
been accepted, most likely late July. Can you provide specific details about the 
structure, style and decision-making protocols of this upcoming consultation?  

 
 The Mayor replied that at this stage Council is still in the process of getting an updated 

business plan and vision for the development which we expect late July. We are still 
developing the protocols of the consultation process and will advise further closer to 
that date. 
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Brian Armstrong, of Burnie, asked:  
 
1. Is there a plan to repair Fernglade Dam spillway? 
 
 The Mayor replied that the Emu River weir, below Fernglade Reserve, is located on 

crown land and is not managed by Council. If there are specific concerns about the 
weir or spillway, officers can pass on information to the relevant State Government 
department. Council will advise that there is concern by a ratepayer and request that 
they get back to us to advise us of their assessment process.  

 
2. Are we able to replace hand dryers city car park. Old units outdated poor drying time. 

People leaving with wet hands. 
 
 The Mayor replied that Council acknowledges that the hand dryers are relatively old 

and do not perform in the same manner as modern technology allows. As replacement 

is required, the high airflow units will be installed.  

 

 

Jo Shugg, of Burnie, asked:  

 

1. In light of the significant investment to attract visitors which has been built around our 
inspirational branding as the City of Makers, and unique facilities such as Creative 
Paper which may now move away depending on the outcome of the expressions of 
interests, what will our point of difference be and does Council intend to retain the City 
of Makers branding? 

 
 The Mayor replied that it is the intention to retain the brand of City of Makers.  
 
 Council is going through a process. The Mayor replied that he will comment further in 

the Agenda about Council’s direction and intention, how Council is progressing, and a 
few highlights. A written response will be provided.  

 
2. In position description of the new executive manager of the BAFC it states that a key 

responsibility will be to ensure that the new cultural centre fulfils its major purpose of 
being the cultural hub of Burnie enhanced cultural connectedness across the 
community. I ask therefore that the selection panel for this position includes at least 
one representative from one of Burnie’s established community arts/culture of heritage 
organisation. 

 
 The Mayor confirm that that will be done. 
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Trent Aitken, of Burnie, asked: 
 
1. With regards to the closing of the church owned car park down at the beachfront, was 

it a Council zoning issue that caused its closure?  
 
 The Mayor replied that as the Director of Land and Environmental Services was away 

from the meeting tonight, a response will be provided either in writing or by phone.  
 
2.  With the recent announcement of cuts to the Arts sector, is there anything the council 

would of done differently to announce these changes? 
 
 The Mayor replied that Council did the best we could at that point in time, there were 

staffing issues that we were concerned and could not disclose the information before 
the staff knew about the changes. Difficult situation. Council approached the 
announcement the best way that we could. A lot of people not happy with it, We 
respect the right that people are not happy with it, at that time we tried our best and 
unfortunately not worked out that way to meet people’s expectations.  

 
 
Con Rhee, of Somerset, asked:  
 
1. Background: 
 There is a great deal of community concern about what is happening with the 

collection of local artworks currently:  
 

(i) on display at Makers Workshop - e.g. Pam Thorne's sculptures 
(ii) present in the permanent collection of BRAG - items worth $1.6 millione.g my 

own printed silk art works 
 
 History is littered with horror stories of significant works of art being lost forever.  
 
 Question:  
 Who on the Council or Administration is suitably qualified, experienced and familiar 

with these artworks and collections, in order to ensure that these art works and 
permanent collection will be appropriately housed at BRAG, and looked after during 
renovations to the BRAG building - e.g. if the air-conditioning and temperature controls 
are switched off during renovations?  

  
 The Mayor replied that Council will be obtaining advice from professionals who would 

be giving us guidance as to these works, rather than us as councillors or officers 
making decisions. Will be obtaining professional advice on those. 

 
 Over a number of years, the Mayor has been concerned about the Art Gallery airlock 

as the front door has always been left open and no one has not raised that before.  
 
 The Mayor said that these concerns are on Council’s mind and we will certainly will be 

making appropriate requirements to make sure that professionally and suitably 
qualified people make those decisions rather than those who do not have the 
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expertise.  
 
2. Background:  
 It is very early days for the planning of the unified BAFC, BRAG, and the Museum. The 

Council is now saying that the refurbishment/integration may be able to take place 
without the need to completely close the BACF. Yet BRAG currently is a functioning 
facility.  

 
 Question:  
 What is the need for BRAG to close in 8 day's time, given that it has functioned 

completely separately from BACF - for 40 years already?  
 
 The Mayor replied that the decision has been made and implemented by Council. 

Unfortunately the Gallery will be closed during works. Some areas of the Burnie Arts 
and Function Centre, eating areas and the theatre, will remain open. Council is 
conscious of protecting and preserving downstairs and will certainly ensure that that 
does occur.  
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Works and Ser vices  
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WORKS AND SERVICES 
 

AO102-21 LAND DISPOSAL (VIA A LEASE) - PROPOSAL TO DISPOSE OF 
VARIOUS PORTIONS OF PUBLIC LAND TO BURNIE SPORTS CLUB 
INC, CT VOLUME 149149, FOLIO 1; SOUTH BURNIE FOOTBALL 
CLUB INC, CT VOLUME 152607, FOLIO 1; NATONE FOOTBALL CLUB 
INC, CT VOLUME 223526, FOLIO 1; BURNIE CONCERT BAND INC, 
CT VOLUME 13555, FOLIO 1 

 
FILE NO: 5/2/5; 7629792; 7721484; 7254644; 3104964 
PREVIOUS MIN:       

 

 
MAKING BURNIE 2030 – CORPORATE PLAN REFERENCE: 
 

Direction 7~AN ENGAGING AND ACCOUNTABLE LEADERSHIP FOCUSED ON A STRONG FUTURE 

Objective 7.5~A sustainable long term future is planned through the management of Council’s 
infrastructure and assets. 

Strategy 7.5.2~Ensure assets are adequately developed, maintained and renewed. 

 
1.0 RECOMMENDATION: 
 
“THAT Council: 
 
1) Determines its intention to dispose (via a lease) of portions of public land, located at: 

 

a) 2 Southwell Street, Upper Burnie (being part of CT Volume 149149, Folio 1, the area 
identified on the plan attached), to Burnie Sports Club Inc; 

 

b) 1-7 Pearl Street, Wivenhoe (being part of CT Volume 152607, Folio 1, the area 
identified on the plan attached), to South Burnie Football Club Inc; 

 

c) Upper Natone Road, Natone (being part of CT Volume 223526, Folio 1, the area 
identified on the plan attached), to Natone Football Club Inc; and 

 

d) 15 Fidler Street, Cooee (being part of CT Volume 13555, Folio 1, the area 
identified on the plan attached), to Burnie Concert Band; and 
 

2) Receives a further report as to the outcome of the submission process.” 
 

 
2.0 SUMMARY 
 
Council is aware of the need to progress a public land disposal process where a community 
lease is to be for a period greater than five (5) years and the land occupied is public land. 
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New community leases are planned to be entered into with the four (4) groups as identified 
in this report. 
 
This action triggers the need to progress a public land disposal process, as the lease term will 
be greater than five (5) years and the lands occupied are public land. 
 
Progressing the public land disposal process as noted in this report enables Council to meet 
its statutory obligations under the Local Government Act 1993. 
 
3.0 BACKGROUND 
 
The current leases with the following four (4) groups will expire in the near future: 
 

GROUP FACILITY OCCUPIED TITLE DETAILS 

Burnie Sports Club Inc Clubrooms adjacent to the 
Upper Burnie Sports Centre 

Upper Burnie Recreation 
Ground 

2 Southwell Street, Upper 
Burnie 

Part of Volume 149149, Folio 1 

South Burnie Football Club Inc Clubrooms at Wivenhoe Oval 

1-7 Pearl Street, Wivenhoe 

Part of Volume 152607, Folio 1 

Natone Football Club Inc Clubrooms at Natone Oval 

Upper Natone Road, Natone 

Part of Volume 223526, Folio 1 

Burnie Concert Band Inc Cooee Memorial Hall 

15 Fidler Street, Cooee 

Part of Volume 13555, Folio 1 

 
The plans attached show the footprint of the lands occupied, including building (red line) 
and common area (yellow line). 
 
The lands occupied by the four (4) groups can be designated as public land under the 
relevant provisions of the Local Government Act 1993. 
 
Council must follow the processes under the Local Government Act 1993 for the disposal of 
public land, including the lease of land, where the period of the lease term is greater than 
five (5) years. Refer to the legislative section of this report for the relevant sections of 
legislation. 
 
Council’s policy Community Leases CP-CBS-SG-036 permits a community lease term to be a 
maximum of ten (10) years. It is expected that the lease term with the four (4) groups will be 
the maximum permitted under the policy. A longer term requires a separate resolution of 
Council. 
 
The purpose of this report is to progress the public land disposal process in respect to the 
proposed new leases with the four (4) groups. 
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4.0 LEGISLATIVE REQUIREMENTS 
 
The Act details specific requirements in relation to the sale and disposal (including lease) of 
land, as follows:  

177. Sale and disposal of land  

(1) A council may sell, lease, donate, exchange or otherwise dispose of land owned by it, other than 
public land, in accordance with this section. 

(2) Before a council sells, leases, donates, exchanges or otherwise disposes of any land, it is to obtain a 
valuation of the land from the Valuer-General or a person who is qualified to practise as a land valuer 
under section 4 of the Land Valuers Act 2001. 

(3) A council may sell – 

(a) any land by auction or tender; or 

(b) any specific land by any other method it approves. 

(4) A council may exchange land for other land – 

(a) if the valuations of each land are comparable in value; or 

(b) in any other case, as it considers appropriate. 

(5) A contract pursuant to this section for the sale, lease, donation, exchange or other disposal of land 
which is public land is of no effect. 

(6) A decision by a council under this section must be made by absolute majority. 

A separate and additional process for the disposal of public land is provided for under the 
Act. Section 177A of the Act (reproduced below) describes public land. 

177A. Public land  

(1) The following land owned by a council is public land: 

(a) a public pier or public jetty; 

(b) any land that provides health, recreation, amusement or sporting facilities for public use; 

(c) any public park or garden; 

(d) any land acquired under section 176 for the purpose of establishing or extending public 
land; 

(e) any land shown on a subdivision plan as public open space that is acquired by a council 
under the Local Government (Building and Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1993; 

(f) any other land that the council determines is public land; 

(g) any other prescribed land or class of land. 

(2) The general manager is to – 

http://www.thelaw.tas.gov.au/tocview/index.w3p;cond=;doc_id=999%2B%2B2001%2B%2B20160708110000%23;histon=;pdfauthverid=;prompt=;rec=;rtfauthverid=;term=;webauthverid=
http://www.thelaw.tas.gov.au/tocview/index.w3p;cond=;doc_id=999%2B%2B2001%2B%2B20160708110000%23;histon=;pdfauthverid=;prompt=;rec=;rtfauthverid=;term=;webauthverid=
http://www.thelaw.tas.gov.au/tocview/content.w3p;cond=;doc_id=95%2B%2B1993%2BGS176%40EN%2B20160708110000;histon=;inforequest=;pdfauthverid=;prompt=;rec=361;rtfauthverid=;term=;webauthverid=#GS176@EN
http://www.thelaw.tas.gov.au/tocview/index.w3p;cond=;doc_id=96%2B%2B1993%2BGS1%40EN%2B20160708110000;histon=;pdfauthverid=;prompt=;rec=;rtfauthverid=;term=;webauthverid=
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(a) keep lists or maps of all public land within the municipal area; and 

(b) make the lists and maps available for public inspection at any time during normal business 
hours. 

The lands which are the subject of this report are public land. 
 
Section 178 of the Act (reproduced below) details the procedural steps that must be 
undertaken in respect to a proposal to dispose of public land (including leases greater than 
five (5) years). 

178. Sale, exchange and disposal of public land  

(1) A council may sell, lease, donate, exchange or otherwise dispose of public land owned by it in 
accordance with this section. 

(2) Public land that is leased for any period by a council remains public land during that period. 

(3) A resolution of the council to sell, lease, donate, exchange or otherwise dispose of public land is to 
be passed by an absolute majority. 

(4) If a council intends to sell, lease, donate, exchange or otherwise dispose of public land, the general 
manager is to– 

(a) publish that intention on at least 2 separate occasions in a daily newspaper circulating in 
the municipal area; and 

(ab) display a copy of the notice on any boundary of the public land that abuts a highway; and 

(b) notify the public that objection to the proposed sale, lease, donation, exchange or disposal 
may be made to the general manager within 21 days of the date of the first publication. 

(5) If the general manager does not receive any objection under subsection (4) and an appeal is not 
made under section 178A, the council may sell, lease, donate, exchange or otherwise dispose of public 
land in accordance with its intention as published under subsection (4). 

(6) The council must – 

(a) consider any objection lodged; and 

(b) by notice in writing within 7 days after making a decision to take or not to take any action 
under this section, advise any person who lodged an objection of – 

(i) that decision; and 

(ii) the right to appeal against that decision under section 178A. 

(7) The council must not decide to take any action under this section if – 

(a) any objection lodged under this section is being considered; or 

(b) an appeal made under section 178A has not yet been determined; or 

(c) the Appeal Tribunal has made a determination under section 178B(b) or (c). 

(8) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   

http://www.thelaw.tas.gov.au/tocview/content.w3p;cond=;doc_id=95%2B%2B1993%2BGS178%40Gs4%40EN%2B20160708110000;histon=;inforequest=;pdfauthverid=;prompt=;rec=364;rtfauthverid=;term=;webauthverid=#GS178@Gs4@EN
http://www.thelaw.tas.gov.au/tocview/content.w3p;cond=;doc_id=95%2B%2B1993%2BGS178A%40EN%2B20160708110000;histon=;inforequest=;pdfauthverid=;prompt=;rec=365;rtfauthverid=;term=;webauthverid=#GS178A@EN
http://www.thelaw.tas.gov.au/tocview/content.w3p;cond=;doc_id=95%2B%2B1993%2BGS178%40Gs4%40EN%2B20160708110000;histon=;inforequest=;pdfauthverid=;prompt=;rec=364;rtfauthverid=;term=;webauthverid=#GS178@Gs4@EN
http://www.thelaw.tas.gov.au/tocview/content.w3p;cond=;doc_id=95%2B%2B1993%2BGS178A%40EN%2B20160708110000;histon=;inforequest=;pdfauthverid=;prompt=;rec=365;rtfauthverid=;term=;webauthverid=#GS178A@EN
http://www.thelaw.tas.gov.au/tocview/content.w3p;cond=;doc_id=95%2B%2B1993%2BGS178A%40EN%2B20160708110000;histon=;inforequest=;pdfauthverid=;prompt=;rec=365;rtfauthverid=;term=;webauthverid=#GS178A@EN
http://www.thelaw.tas.gov.au/tocview/content.w3p;cond=;doc_id=95%2B%2B1993%2BGS178B%40Hpb%40EN%2B20160708110000;histon=;inforequest=;pdfauthverid=;prompt=;rec=366;rtfauthverid=;term=;webauthverid=#GS178B@Hpb@EN
http://www.thelaw.tas.gov.au/tocview/content.w3p;cond=;doc_id=95%2B%2B1993%2BGS178B%40Hpc%40EN%2B20160708110000;histon=;inforequest=;pdfauthverid=;prompt=;rec=366;rtfauthverid=;term=;webauthverid=#GS178B@Hpc@EN
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The purpose of this report is to commence the statutory process as outlined in Section 178. 
 
Guidance on the process to follow in the disposal of public land is provided in an information 
sheet produced by the Local Government Division titled “Sale of Public Land”. It is noted that 
for the purposes of the Act, the term disposal includes a lease greater than five (5) years.  
 
The subject lands are not proposed for sale. 
 
Reference has been made to that document in the preparation of this report. 
 
5.0 POLICY CONSIDERATIONS 
 
The four (4) groups have occupied the subject lands for many years. 
 
Council has previously entered into community leases with the groups for the occupation 
and use of the subject lands.  
 
The new lease with the groups will be in accordance with Council’s policy Community Leases 
CP-CBS-SG-036. 
 
6.0 FINANCIAL IMPACT 
 
Section 177 of the Local Government Act 1993 requires that a valuation for land be obtained 
before Council disposes of the land through a lease. 
 
Council has engaged a company to provide a valuation for the premises occupied. 
 

GROUP FACILITY OCCUPIED RENTAL VALUATION (P.A.) 

EXC GST 

Burnie Sports Club Inc Clubrooms adjacent to the Upper 
Burnie Sports Centre 

Upper Burnie Recreation Ground 

2 Southwell Street, Upper Burnie 

$12,000 

South Burnie Football Club Inc Clubrooms at Wivenhoe Oval 

1-7 Pearl Street, Wivenhoe 

$12,000 

Natone Football Club Inc Clubrooms at Natone Oval 

Upper Natone Road, Natone 

$8,000 

Burnie Concert Band Inc Cooee Memorial Hall 

15 Fidler Street, Cooee 

$21,500 

 
It is noted that the proposed lease arrangement with the four (4) groups would be in 
accordance with the Council’s policy Community Leases CP-CBS-SG-036. 
 
The lease fee payable by an eligible community organisation is specified in the policy. 
For 2020-2021, the applicable annual lease fee is $387.80, including GST. 
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In addition, an organisation must reimburse Council the cost of the building insurance 
premium associated with the facility occupied. 
 
7.0 DISCUSSION 
 
The current lease arrangements with the following four (4) groups will expire in the near 
future:  
 

 Burnie Sports Club Inc. 

 South Burnie Football Club Inc. 

 Natone Football Club Inc. 

 Burnie Concert Band Inc. 
It is planned to renew the leases with the groups, in accordance with Council’s policy 
Community Leases CP-CBS-SG-036. 
 
The focus of this report is to progress a public land disposal process related to the disposal 
(via a lease) of portions of land owned by Council to the groups. 
 
This is a process required under the Local Government Act 1993 to ensure the community 
has a say in the use of public land that is intended to be placed into a medium-long term 
lease. 
 
The rationale for the disposal (via a lease) of the public land is to facilitate the ongoing 
occupation and use of a portion of the land by a community group. 
 
In regard to the public land disposal process, the following steps need to occur: 

a) Council determines its intention to dispose of the subject land. 

b) Council’s determination is published as a public notice, twice, in a local newspaper 
advising interested parties of Council’s intention to dispose of the land. 

c) A notice is required to be placed at the property boundary advising of Council’s 
intention to dispose of the land. 

d) Submissions are invited from interested parties in respect to Council’s intention to 
dispose of the subject land. 

Any submissions received within the specified timeframe will be considered by Council 
following the completion of the statutory period. 
 
The Act contains appeal provisions, should a person who lodges a submission, be aggrieved 
by the subsequent Council decision. 
 

8.0 RISK 
 
The following table identifies relevant risks and how they may need to be addressed to 
either eliminate or reduce the risks. 
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The specific risk associated with the public land disposal process relates to ensuring the 
appropriate procedural steps are implemented and the necessary information to inform the 
community of the process is readily available. 
 
Officers have reviewed the best practice guidelines issued by the Department of Local 
Government in the preparation of this report. 
 
A general exploration of risk matters in relation to the subject land, the public land disposal 
process and development generally are noted for information. 
 

RISK CATEGORY COMMENT MITIGATION STRATEGY 

Assets and 
Infrastructure 

No Council assets are impacted by 
the current use and occupation of 
the subject land. 

No issue to manage. 

Corporate Business 
Systems 

Lease terms not complied with. Lease, when executed, would be 
included on the lease register and 
compliance actions entered in the 
compliance register.  

Emergency 
Management 

The occupation of the land has no 
impact on such a risk. 

None proposed. 

Environmental The occupation of the Council land 
presents no specific environmental 
risks.  

None proposed. 

Financial The lease value will be in 
accordance with Council policy. 

Roles and responsibilities in terms of 
building management are contained 
in lease agreement. 

Apply the lease provisions. 

Political Continuation of an existing an 
existing occupation arrangement. 

No identified issues. 

None proposed. 

Public Safety No identified issues. None proposed. 

Strategic The various premises have been 
used by the respective groups for 
many years. 

None proposed.  

Regulations and 
Compliance 

The public land disposal process is a 
statutory process and Council must 
demonstrate it has met all the 
proscribed elements of the process. 

Council reports, records of notices 
and photos of site notices.  

Workers No identified issues. None proposed. 

 
9.0 CONSULTATION 
 
The four (4) groups have been advised of Council’s intention to commence a public land 
disposal process. 
 
The public land disposal process provides an opportunity for the community to make a 
submission in respect to the proposed disposal (via a lease) of land. 
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To inform the community of the intention to dispose of land there is a requirement to 
publish a public notice (twice) containing the prescribed information in a local newspaper. 
 
In addition to the public notice, the same information is posted on the boundaries of the 
subject land. 
 
The Act provides for a 21 day submission period from the date of first publication of the 
notice. 
 
Subject to the decision of Council, the first notice will be published on Saturday, 3 July 2021. 
 
ATTACHMENTS  
 

1⇩. Plans of Leased Areas  
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COUNCIL RESOLUTION 

Resolution number: MO096-21 

MOVED: Cr C Lynch 

SECONDED: Cr K Dorsey  

“THAT Council: 
 
1) Determines its intention to dispose (via a lease) of portions of public land, located at: 

 

a) 2 Southwell Street, Upper Burnie (being part of CT Volume 149149, Folio 1, the area 
identified on the plan attached), to Burnie Sports Club Inc; 

 

b) 1-7 Pearl Street, Wivenhoe (being part of CT Volume 152607, Folio 1, the area 
identified on the plan attached), to South Burnie Football Club Inc; 

 

c) Upper Natone Road, Natone (being part of CT Volume 223526, Folio 1, the area 
identified on the plan attached), to Natone Football Club Inc; and 

 

d) 15 Fidler Street, Cooee (being part of CT Volume 13555, Folio 1, the area 
identified on the plan attached), to Burnie Concert Band; and 
 

2) Receives a further report as to the outcome of the submission process.” 

 

For: Cr S Kons, Cr A Boyd, Cr T Brumby, Cr K Dorsey, Cr C Lynch, Cr A Keygan, Cr G 
Simpson, Cr T Bulle, Cr D Pease. 

Against:  

 CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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Plans of Leased Areas  

 
  



OPEN SESSION  MINUTES - ORDINARY MEETING OF COUNCIL 
 TUESDAY, 22 JUNE 2021 

Page 34 

 
  



OPEN SESSION  MINUTES - ORDINARY MEETING OF COUNCIL 
 TUESDAY, 22 JUNE 2021 

Page 35 

 
  



OPEN SESSION  MINUTES - ORDINARY MEETING OF COUNCIL 
 TUESDAY, 22 JUNE 2021 

Page 36 

  



OPEN SESSION  MINUTES - ORDINARY MEETING OF COUNCIL 
 TUESDAY, 22 JUNE 2021 

Page 37 

Corporate and Business  Ser vices  

(AO103-21) POLICY REVIEW - R ATES AND CH ARGES POLICY C P-CBS-SG-004 

CORPORATE AND BUSINESS SERVICES 
 

AO103-21 POLICY REVIEW - RATES AND CHARGES POLICY CP-CBS-SG-004 
 

FILE NO: 4/14/2 
PREVIOUS MIN:       

 

 
MAKING BURNIE 2030 – CORPORATE PLAN REFERENCE: 
 

Direction 7  AN ENGAGING AND ACCOUNTABLE LEADERSHIP FOCUSED ON A STRONG FUTURE 

Objective 7.4  A sustainable, viable financial future is assured and accountability is demonstrated 
through open and transparent processes. 

Strategy 7.4.1  Ensure a long term strategic focus drives financial policy and decisions. 

 
1.0 RECOMMENDATION: 
 
“THAT Council adopt the revised Rates and Charges Policy CP-CBS-SG-004, as presented.” 
 
 

2.0 SUMMARY 
 
The Council’s current Rates and Charges Policy CP-CBS-SG-004, dated 16 June 2020, has 
been reviewed.  The amended Policy is presented for adoption by the Council.   
 
3.0 BACKGROUND 
 
The Local Government Act 1993 provides a range of methods for the council’s to raise their 
rates, the Burnie City Council applies these methods in a way that is most suited to its 
municipal area. 
 
The Act requires Council to have a rates and charges policy in order to provide transparency 
and to educate their communities about how rates income is raised. The document gives 
ratepayers detailed information in relation to Council’s rating practices and the rationale 
behind its decision making with regards to rating. 
 
4.0 LEGISLATIVE REQUIREMENTS 
 
Part 9 of the Local Government Act 1993 outlines the principles and framework for the 
adoption of rates and charges.  In particular section 86 relates to the general provisions that 
must be considered:  
 

86A. General principles in relation to making or varying rates  

(1) A council, in adopting policies and making decisions concerning the making or 
varying of rates, must take into account the principles that –  

(a) rates constitute taxation for the purposes of local government, rather than a 
fee for a service; and  

(b) the value of rateable land is an indicator of the capacity of the ratepayer in 
respect of that land to pay rates.  
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(2) Despite subsection (1), the exercise of a council's powers to make or vary rates 
cannot be challenged on the grounds that the principles referred to in that subsection 
have not been taken into account by the council.  

 

86B. Rating and charging policies to be made available to public  

(1) A council must adopt a rates and charges policy by 31 August 2012.  

(2) A council's rates and charges policy must contain –  

(a) a statement of the policy that the council intends to apply in exercising its 
powers, or performing its functions, under this Part; and  

(b) a statement of policy in respect of prescribed matters, if any.  

(3) A council's rates and charges policy in relation to the making or varying of a rate 
must take into account the principles referred to in section 86A(1).  

(4) A council must review its rates and charges policy –  

(a) by the end of each successive 4-year period after 31 August 2012; and  

(b) at the same time as, or before, making a type of rate, charge or averaged 
area rate in respect of a financial year, if a rate, charge or averaged area 
rate of that type was not made in respect of the previous financial year; and  

(c) at the same time as, or before, making under section 107 a variation of a 
rate or charge in respect of a financial year, if such a variation of that rate or 
charge was not made in respect of the previous financial year; and  

(d) at the same time as, or before, setting a minimum amount under this Part; 
and  

(e) at the same time as, or before, altering the circumstances in which a rate, 
charge or averaged area rate, or a variation of a rate or charge, is to apply 
to rateable land.  

(5) A council, as soon as reasonably practicable after adopting or altering its rates and 
charges policy, must make copies of the policy as so adopted or altered available to 
the public –  

(a) in paper form, on payment of a reasonable charge; and  

(b) in electronic form, at a website of the council, free of charge.  

(6) A rate, averaged area rate or charge is not invalid by reason only that it does not 
conform to the council's rates and charges policy.  

 
5.0 POLICY CONSIDERATIONS 
 
Upon adoption of the revised policy, the current policy dated 16 June 2020 will be 
superseded. 
 
The only substantive change considered in the Rates and Charges Policy 2021-22 was 
consideration by the Council to reduce or cease the 2.5% discount provided to ratepayers 
who are able to pay for their rates on or before the first instalment date.   
 
This was on the basis that the policy decision related to the discount only advantages a 
proportion of Burnie ratepayers, at a substantial cost of approximately $300,000 annually.  It 
was determined that for the 2021-22 financial year to continue with the discount, and for 
the Council to reconsider its position on offering the discount in the 2022-23 financial year. 
 
The Rates and Charges Policy is consistent with the Council’s proposed rates and charges 
structure for 2021-22, in particular the rates resolution which is provided as part of this 
agenda for Council’s adoption.   
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The principles and income that will be derived from the rates and charges levied in 2021-22 
is consistent with the Council’s Financial Management Strategy 2031 which was adopted in 
April. 
 
The Rates and Charges Policy overarches the Council’s Financial Hardship Assistance Policy 
CP-CBS-SG-049. 
 
6.0 FINANCIAL IMPACT 
 
The Council will allow for the effects of this policy in the proposed Annual Plan and Budget 
Estimates for 2021-22. 
 
7.0 DISCUSSION 
 
The Council’s role is to provide services that meet the needs and expectations of the 
community.  To fund these services Council must set appropriate levels of rates and charges 
to fulfil its roles and responsibilities. 
 
The purpose of this policy is to outline Council’s approach to determining and collecting 
rates from the community.  It also serves as a means of transparency to the community 
about how Council makes decisions in relation to setting its annual rates and charges and 
how Council distributes the impact of the rate burden across its community. 
 
For the past four years, the Council have made a conscious decision to reduce the rate 
burden to its community, as a means of ensuring equity with other similar Council’s that 
provide comparable services to its community. 
 
This resulted in three years of annual 1% rate decreases followed by a rate freeze in the 
2020-21 financial year.  Overall this strategy has now achieved the desired outcome and 
reduced the rates that are paid by Burnie ratepayers, to a rate that the Council believes is 
equivalent to the services provided. 
 
In 2021-22 the Council is aware that a rate increase is now required, however is conscious of 
doing so in a measured and responsible way.  To this end, as part of the adoption of the 
Financial Management Strategy, the Council identified a number of changes to the way in 
which it delivers a number of discretionary services to the community that will result in 
significant long term savings to the operational liability of the Council.   
 
The effect of this has meant that instead of simply relying on rate increases to fund the 
Council operations, that instead this has been done in a way that reduces the impact to 
ratepayers.  Essentially if this was not the case, ratepayers would have seen a 6% general 
rate increase, instead of the 2.92% included in the rates resolution. 
 
In considering that the average CPI increase for the past five years is a 1.92% increase, the 
result is essentially an additional 1% increase.  All other service charges, with the exception 
of the general rate, have only increased by the 1.92% CPI rate. 
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8.0 RISK 
 
The adoption of the revised policy will ensure compliance with the Local Government Act 
1993.   
 
The revised policy is reflective of the methodologies included in the Council’s Financial 
Management Strategy and the associated rates resolution included on this agenda, for 
adoption by the Council. 
 
Subsequently there are no associated risks that arise from this report. 
 
9.0 CONSULTATION 
 
Council has considered aspects of its rating resolution and overarching policy throughout 
workshops conducted in April through to June. 
 
ATTACHMENTS  
 

1⇩. Draft Rates and Charges Policy CP-CBS-SG-004  

   

COUNCIL RESOLUTION 

Resolution number: MO097-21 

MOVED: Cr T Bulle 

SECONDED: Cr K Dorsey  

“THAT Council adopt the revised Rates and Charges Policy CP-CBS-SG-004, as presented.” 

 

For: Cr S Kons, Cr A Boyd, Cr T Brumby, Cr K Dorsey, Cr C Lynch, Cr A Keygan, Cr G 
Simpson, Cr T Bulle, Cr D Pease. 

Against:  

 CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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Draft R ates and Charges Policy C P-CBS-SG- 004 
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(AO104-21) RATES R ESOLUTION 2021-22 

CORPORATE AND BUSINESS SERVICES 
 

AO104-21 RATES RESOLUTION 2021-22 
 

FILE NO: 13/5/19 
PREVIOUS MIN:       

 

 
MAKING BURNIE 2030 – CORPORATE PLAN REFERENCE: 
 

Direction 7  AN ENGAGING AND ACCOUNTABLE LEADERSHIP FOCUSED ON A STRONG FUTURE 

Objective 7.4  A sustainable, viable financial future is assured and accountability is demonstrated 
through open and transparent processes. 

Strategy 7.4.1  Ensure a long term strategic focus drives financial policy and decisions. 

 
1.0 RECOMMENDATION: 
 
“THAT Council adopt the following 2021-2022 rates resolution, by absolute majority: 

1. Rates Resolution 

1.1 In accordance with the provisions of the Local Government Act 1993 
(as amended) and the Fire Services Act 1979 the Council makes the 
following Rates and Charges for land within the Council’s municipal 
area for the period 1 July 2021 to 30 June 2022. 

1.1.1. Definitions Used in this Resolution 

(a) “AAV” means the assessed annual value (AAV) for the 
land as determined by the Valuer-General under the 
Valuation of Land Act 2001 and adjusted under the 
Act,; 

(b) “land” means a parcel of land which is shown as being 
separately valued in the valuation list pursuant to the 
provisions of the Valuation of Land Act 2001; 

(c) “commercial” means land that is shown as commercial 
(C), in the list of valuations prepared by the Valuer-
General pursuant to the provisions of the Valuation of 
Land Act 2001; 

(d) “industrial” means land that is shown as industrial (I), 
in the list of valuations prepared by the Valuer-General 
pursuant to the provisions of the Valuation of Land Act 
2001; 

(e) “primary production” means land that is shown as 
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primary production (L), in the list of valuations 
prepared by the Valuer-General pursuant to the 
provisions of the Valuation of Land Act 2001; 

(f)  “residential” means land that is shown as residential 
(R), in the list of valuations prepared by the Valuer-
General pursuant to the provisions of the Valuation of 
Land Act 2001; 

(g) “vacant land” means land that is shown as vacant (V) 
in the list of valuation prepared by the Valuer-General 
pursuant to the provisions of the Valuation of Land Act 
2001; 

(h)  “Separately occupied tenement” means any land in 
relation to which the Valuer-General has separately 
determined assessed annual values having regard to 
occupation or construction of the land or improvement 
or structural alterations made in it; 

(i) “Multiple dwelling” means a dwelling containing more 
than one separately occupied tenement where that 
dwelling does not have a separate title.  

(j) “the Act” means the Local Government Act 1993. 

(k) Terms used in this resolution have the same meaning 
as given to them in Part 9 of the Act, unless it is 
inconsistent with the context of this resolution. 

1.2 General Rate 

1.2.1 In accordance with the provisions of Section 90 of the Act 
Council makes a general rate of 10.7063 cents in the dollar of 
AAV on all land (excluding land which is exempt pursuant to 
the provisions of section 87 of the Act) within the Burnie 
municipal area subject to a minimum amount payable of 
$260. 

1.2.2 In accordance with the provisions of Section 107(1) of the Act, 
and by absolute majority, the Council declares that the 
general rate is varied within the municipal area and within 
different parts of the municipal area of Burnie according to 
the following factors:- 

(a) the use or predominant use of the land and in 
particular the following variations are made:- 

(i) for all land which is used for residential 
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purposes the general rate is varied by 
decreasing it to 8.2764 cents in the dollar of the 
AAV; 

 

(ii) for all land which is used for primary production 
the general rate is varied by decreasing it to 
10.3164 cents in the dollar of the AAV; 

(b) the locality of land and in particular:- 

(i) within the hatched area shown on the attached 
location map marked as Attachment 1 “Central 
Burnie” (the Location) for all land that is used 
for a commercial or industrial purpose, the 
general rate is varied by increasing it to 12.3273 
cents in the dollar AAV.   
 

(ii) Land that is used for residential purposes within 
the Location is to be rated in accordance with 
1.2.2(a)(i).   
 

(iii) Vacant use of land within the Location is to be 
rated in accordance with 1.2.1. 

1.3 Service Rates and Charges 

1.3.1 In accordance with the provisions of Section 93 and 94 of the 
Act Council makes: 

(a) A Waste Management Charge levied as follows: 

(i)  $123.32 on all land for municipal waste 
management services provided in the municipal 
area (other than the kerbside collection). 

(ii) $302.70 on all land to which the Council 
provides a kerbside collection service. 

(b) A Stormwater Removal Service Rate for stormwater 
removal of 1.7937 cents in the dollar AAV on all land, 
except residential and vacant land, within the Burnie 
or Ridgley Water Districts or within the Burnie or 
Ridgley Sewer Districts, marked as Attachment 2; with 
a minimum amount payable of $77.46. 
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(c) A Stormwater Removal Service Charge of $77.46 for 
stormwater removal on residential land, vacant land 
and each separately occupied tenement within the 
Burnie or Ridgley Water Districts or within the Burnie 
or Ridgley Sewer Districts, marked as Attachment 2. 
 

(d) A general fire protection rate of 0.3978 cents in the 
dollar AAV on all land in the municipal area with a 
minimum amount payable of $42 for all land.  (The 
Rating Districts are the areas so declared and named 
under Section 74A of the Fire Service Act 1979). 

1.3.2 In accordance with the provisions of Section 107(1) of the Act, 
and by absolute majority, the Council declares that the 
general fire protection rate is varied within the municipal area 
and within different parts of the municipal area of Burnie 
according to the following factors; 

(a) the locality of the land: 

(i) for land within the Burnie Composite Brigade 
Rating District the general fire protection rate is 
varied by increasing it to 1.4889 cents in the 
dollar AAV; 

(ii) for land within the Ridgley Volunteer Brigade 
Rating District the general fire protection rate is 
varied by increasing it to 0.3842 cents in the 
dollar AAV. 

1.4 Remissions 

1.4.1 In accordance with Section 129(3) of the Act, and by absolute 
majority, Council grants a remission of the stormwater 
removal rate or charge if: 

(a) A ratepayer has applied in accordance with Section 
129(2) of the Act; and 

(b) the applicant has satisfied the General Manager that 
the remission of stormwater removal rate or charge 
should be granted on the basis that the property has 
no ability to connect to the stormwater system, in 
accordance with the Council’s Rates and Charges 
Policy. 

1.4.2 In accordance with Section 129(3) of the Act, and by absolute 
majority, Council grants a remission of the Waste 
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Management Charge if: 

(a) A ratepayer has applied in accordance with Section 
129(2) of the Act; and 

(b) the applicant has satisfied the General Manager that 
the remission of the Waste Management Charge 
should be granted on the basis that collection is 
impractical due to limited presentation space at the 
kerbside or insufficient storage space within the 
property, in accordance with the Council’s Rates and 
Charges Policy. 

1.4.3 In accordance Section 129(4) of the Act, and by absolute 
majority, the Council grants the following remission of rates. 

(a) For all land to which the Council does not provide a 
garbage collection service a remission of $227.28 is to 
be granted; 

(b) For all land to which the Council does not provide a 
recycling service a remission of $75.42 is to be granted. 

1.5 Payment Options 

1.5.1 Due Dates 

In accordance with the provisions of Section 124 of the Act 
Council determines that all rates and charges are payable by 
four instalments, (calculated to the nearest cent) the due date 
by which they are to be paid being: 

1st Instalment – 31 August 2021 

2nd Instalment – 30 November 2021 

3rd Instalment – 28 February 2022 

4th Instalment – 31 May 2022 

1.5.2 Discount for Early Payment 

In accordance with the provisions of Section 130 of the Act 
Council will provide a discount of 2.5% of the total current 
rates and charges (excluding fire levy) specified in a rates 
notice applying to all the rates and charges for the financial 
year 2021-22 and any arrears, that are paid by 5.00 pm, 31 
August 2021 and providing all arrears of rates and charges are 
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paid. 

1.5.3 Defaults and Penalties 

(a) In accordance with the provisions of Section 124(5) of 
the Act if a ratepayer fails to pay any instalment within 
21 days of the date on which the instalment is due, the 
ratepayer is to immediately pay the full amount of the 
unpaid rates and charges. 

(b) In accordance with the provisions of Section 128(2) if 
any rates and charges or instalment of rates and 
charges are not paid on or before the date they fall 
due, then daily interest charged monthly, at the 
prescribed percentage determined in the Council’s 
Rates and Charges Policy, is payable from the date 
they fell due to the date of payment. 

1.6 Supplementary Rates 

1.6.1 In accordance with the provisions of Section 92 of the Act 
Council delegates to the General Manager the power to adjust 
a rate as a result of a supplementary valuation. 

2. Waste Vouchers 

2.1 Council authorises the General Manager to provide each separately 
occupied tenement with four green waste vouchers and four general 
waste vouchers.” 

 

2.0 SUMMARY 
 
Council is required to adopt a rates resolution on an annual basis in order to comply with the 
requirements under the Local Government Act 1993. This report seeks Council’s 
endorsement of the rates resolution for the 2021-22 financial year. 
 
3.0 BACKGROUND 
 
Council has traditionally considered its rates resolution as part of the Council’s Annual Plan 
and Budget Estimates, which is expected to be presented to the Council at the meeting of 
27 July 2021.  
 
This year, to ensure that the Council is able to provide as much preparation time as possible 
to undertake the rating process, this timeline has been brought forward,  otherwise rate 
notices would not be able to be distributed until August. 
 
This will provide the ratepayers of Burnie with more time to pay their rates, and where 
possible to take advantage of the rating discount for early payment. 
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4.0 LEGISLATIVE REQUIREMENTS 
 
The document has been prepared in accordance with the provisions of the Local 
Government Act 1993 (as amended). 
 

86A. General principles in relation to making or varying rates  

(1) A council, in adopting policies and making decisions concerning the making or 
varying of rates, must take into account the principles that –  

(a) rates constitute taxation for the purposes of local government, rather than a 
fee for a service; and  

(b) the value of rateable land is an indicator of the capacity of the ratepayer in 
respect of that land to pay rates.  

(2) Despite subsection (1), the exercise of a council's powers to make or vary rates 
cannot be challenged on the grounds that the principles referred to in that subsection 
have not been taken into account by the council.  

 
The Council rates a number of classes of property differently.  Differential rating ensures that 
the Council spreads the rating burden across its ratepayer base according to capacity to pay.   
 
The mechanism to provide differential rates is by varying the standard rates and charges, 
which requires an absolute majority decision by the Council. 
 
5.0 POLICY CONSIDERATIONS 
 
The rates resolution for 2021-22 is consistent with the Draft Rates and Charges Policy CP-
CBS-SG-004 included in this agenda for endorsement.  
 
If adopted, the income generated by the rates resolution can be factored into the 
subsequent Annual Plan and Budget Estimates 2021-22 that will be presented at the July 
meeting. 
 
6.0 FINANCIAL IMPACT 
 
The Council is expecting to raise a higher income from rates and charges in 2021-22, 
following its successful four-year rate reduction strategy. 
 
In 2021-22 a total of $23,666,174 in rates and service charges is forecast, not including 
supplementary rates. This is an overall increase of 2.83% on the income generated from 
rates and service charges in the 2020-21 financial year.   
 
The table below shows the rates and charges for 2021-22 for each rating category, depicting 
the cents in the dollar calculated against the Assessed Annual Value (AAV) of each property, 
and the individual service charges.   
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The table below provides the total expected rates and charges for 2021-22 by rate type: 
 

 
 

 
7.0 DISCUSSION 

 
Rates and Charges 
 
The rates resolution includes an increase in rates and charges following the successful 
implementation of the Council’s strategy to reduce the rates burden to its ratepayers over 
the past four years. 
 
In 2017-18 to 2019-20, the Council provided a 1% per annum rate reduction, with a rate 
freeze provided in 2020-21.  The Council has reduced the rates burden to ratepayers, to a 
proportion that is similar to other Tasmanian Councils that provide comparable services to 
their community. 
 
This year, acknowledging the need to increase rates, the Council have taken an equitable 
approach to this by substantially decreasing operational costs to minimise the rates increase.  
The increase to the rate components levied against a property’s AAV is 2.92% for the general 
rate.  All other rates and service charges have increased by 1.92% which is the average CPI 

Rate Type How Applied 2021 2022
General Rate Cents in the $ of AAV 10.4000 10.7063

Commercial Cents in the $ of AAV 11.9776 12.3273

Industrial Cents in the $ of AAV 11.9776 12.3273

Primary Production Cents in the $ of AAV 10.0226 10.3164

Residential Cents in the $ of AAV 8.0415 8.2764

Vacant Cents in the $ of AAV 10.4000 10.7063

General Fire Protection (Rural) Cents in the $ of AAV 0.4018 0.3978

Burnie Composite Brigade Rating District (Urban) Cents in the $ of AAV 1.4182 1.4889

Ridgley Volunteer Brigade Rating District Cents in the $ of AAV 0.4186 0.3842

Stormwater Removal Rate Cents in the $ of AAV 1.7599 1.7937

Stormwater Removal Rate - Minimum charge $ per property $76.00 $77.46

Municipal Waste Management Charge $ per property $121.00 $123.32

Kerbside Collection - Garbage & Recycling $ per property $297.00 $302.70

Kerbside Collection - Recycling Only $ per property $74.00 $75.42

Kerbside Collection -  Garbage Only $ per property $223.00 $227.28

Rate Type Amount Espected
General Rate $4,404,045

Commercial $1,950,571

Primary Production $899,861

Residential $8,495,417

General Fire Protection (Rural) $95,050

Burnie Composite Brigade Rating District (Urban) $2,034,966

Ridgley Volunteer Brigade Rating District $10,957

Stormwater Removal Rate $1,662,624

Municipal Waste Management Charge $1,343,329

Kerbside Collection - Garbage & Recycling $2,460,044

Kerbside Collection - Recycling Only $4,073

Kerbside Collection -  Garbage Only $305,238

Total expected rates and charges 2021-22 $23,666,174
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cost for the prior five year period.  Had Council elected to only increase rates, rather than 
also provide substantial operational saving, the increase in general rates alone would have 
been in the order of 6%. 
 
The Council is the collection agency on behalf of the State Government’s Tasmania Fire 
Service for levies related to fire protection services.  The Council has no control over the 
increases that occur annually.  This year the overall income the Burnie ratepayers are 
required to pay the State Fire Commission has increased 5.8% on the previous year.   
 
Council has maintained the discount for early payment of rates and charges, with the 
discount date moved to 31 August for the 2021-22 financial year.  This was the traditional 
timing for the first instalment date, with the exception of the 2020-21 financial year where 
the date moved to 31 October on the basis that the budget was delayed due to COVID-19. 
 
Rates instalment dates for the 2021-22 financial year are subsequently: 
 

 Instalment 1  31 August 2021 

 Instalment 2  30 November 2021 

 Instalment 3  28 February 2022 

 Instalment 4  31 May 2022 
 
8.0 RISK 
 
The adoption of the Rates Resolution 2021-22 reduces the risk to Council of non-compliance 
with legislation. Not adopting the document at this meeting, risks delaying the levying of 
Council’s rates revenue and a resulting negative impact to the cash flow of the Council. 
 
There is a financial risk associated with the timing of the proposed introduction of the State 
Government waste levy across Tasmania.  The introduction of a waste levy, collected by all 
local government authorities, is proposed for commencement in November 2021. 
 
Strong feedback from the local government sector in Tasmania is that it is not appropriate to 
introduce a new fee for Tasmanian ratepayers part way through a financial year and that a 
more practical introduction date is 1 July 2022.   
 
The Council does not wish to impose a new fee on its ratepayers prematurely.  Therefore the 
Council’s position is that the introduction of the new service charge will not apply to 2021-
22, on the basis that Council feels confident the State Government will delay the 
implementation in line with the feedback provided.  If the State were to introduce the fee in 
November, or at any time in the 2021-22 financial year, then there would be an associated 
financial burden to the Council that is not currently provided for. 
 
To mitigate this the Council will provide in the Fees and Charges schedule the ability to 
increase waste management gate fees, should the new fee become applicable, which will 
provide some additional revenue against the new levy. 
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9.0 CONSULTATION 
 
Council has reviewed and discussed its rates resolution strategies extensively through a 
number of workshops held throughout May and June. 
 
ATTACHMENTS  
 

1⇩. Rates Resolution - Differential Rate Central Burnie  

2⇩. Rates Resolution - Burnie and Ridgley Water and Sewer Districts  

   

COUNCIL RESOLUTION 

Resolution number: MO098-21 

MOVED: Cr G Simpson 

SECONDED: Cr A Keygan  

 
“THAT Council adopt the following 2021-2022 rates resolution, by absolute majority: 

1. Rates Resolution 

1.1 In accordance with the provisions of the Local Government Act 1993 
(as amended) and the Fire Services Act 1979 the Council makes the 
following Rates and Charges for land within the Council’s municipal 
area for the period 1 July 2021 to 30 June 2022. 

1.1.1. Definitions Used in this Resolution 

(a) “AAV” means the assessed annual value (AAV) for the 
land as determined by the Valuer-General under the 
Valuation of Land Act 2001 and adjusted under the 
Act,; 

(b) “land” means a parcel of land which is shown as being 
separately valued in the valuation list pursuant to the 
provisions of the Valuation of Land Act 2001; 

(c) “commercial” means land that is shown as commercial 
(C), in the list of valuations prepared by the Valuer-
General pursuant to the provisions of the Valuation of 
Land Act 2001; 

(d) “industrial” means land that is shown as industrial (I), 
in the list of valuations prepared by the Valuer-General 
pursuant to the provisions of the Valuation of Land Act 
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2001; 

(e) “primary production” means land that is shown as 
primary production (L), in the list of valuations 
prepared by the Valuer-General pursuant to the 
provisions of the Valuation of Land Act 2001; 

(f)  “residential” means land that is shown as residential 
(R), in the list of valuations prepared by the Valuer-
General pursuant to the provisions of the Valuation of 
Land Act 2001; 

(g) “vacant land” means land that is shown as vacant (V) 
in the list of valuation prepared by the Valuer-General 
pursuant to the provisions of the Valuation of Land Act 
2001; 

(h)  “Separately occupied tenement” means any land in 
relation to which the Valuer-General has separately 
determined assessed annual values having regard to 
occupation or construction of the land or improvement 
or structural alterations made in it; 

(i) “Multiple dwelling” means a dwelling containing more 
than one separately occupied tenement where that 
dwelling does not have a separate title.  

(j) “the Act” means the Local Government Act 1993. 

(k) Terms used in this resolution have the same meaning 
as given to them in Part 9 of the Act, unless it is 
inconsistent with the context of this resolution. 

1.2 General Rate 

1.2.1 In accordance with the provisions of Section 90 of the Act 
Council makes a general rate of 10.7063 cents in the dollar of 
AAV on all land (excluding land which is exempt pursuant to 
the provisions of section 87 of the Act) within the Burnie 
municipal area subject to a minimum amount payable of 
$260. 

1.2.2 In accordance with the provisions of Section 107(1) of the Act, 
and by absolute majority, the Council declares that the 
general rate is varied within the municipal area and within 
different parts of the municipal area of Burnie according to 
the following factors:- 

(a) the use or predominant use of the land and in 



OPEN SESSION  MINUTES - ORDINARY MEETING OF COUNCIL 
 TUESDAY, 22 JUNE 2021 

Page 63 

particular the following variations are made:- 

(i) for all land which is used for residential 
purposes the general rate is varied by 
decreasing it to 8.2764 cents in the dollar of the 
AAV; 

 

(ii) for all land which is used for primary production 
the general rate is varied by decreasing it to 
10.3164 cents in the dollar of the AAV; 

(b) the locality of land and in particular:- 

(i) within the hatched area shown on the attached 
location map marked as Attachment 1 “Central 
Burnie” (the Location) for all land that is used 
for a commercial or industrial purpose, the 
general rate is varied by increasing it to 12.3273 
cents in the dollar AAV.   
 

(ii) Land that is used for residential purposes within 
the Location is to be rated in accordance with 
1.2.2(a)(i).   
 

(iii) Vacant use of land within the Location is to be 
rated in accordance with 1.2.1. 

1.3 Service Rates and Charges 

1.3.1 In accordance with the provisions of Section 93 and 94 of the 
Act Council makes: 

(a) A Waste Management Charge levied as follows: 

(i)  $123.32 on all land for municipal waste 
management services provided in the municipal 
area (other than the kerbside collection). 

(ii) $302.70 on all land to which the Council 
provides a kerbside collection service. 

(b) A Stormwater Removal Service Rate for stormwater 
removal of 1.7937 cents in the dollar AAV on all land, 
except residential and vacant land, within the Burnie 
or Ridgley Water Districts or within the Burnie or 
Ridgley Sewer Districts, marked as Attachment 2; with 
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a minimum amount payable of $77.46. 
 

(c) A Stormwater Removal Service Charge of $77.46 for 
stormwater removal on residential land, vacant land 
and each separately occupied tenement within the 
Burnie or Ridgley Water Districts or within the Burnie 
or Ridgley Sewer Districts, marked as Attachment 2. 
 

(d) A general fire protection rate of 0.3978 cents in the 
dollar AAV on all land in the municipal area with a 
minimum amount payable of $42 for all land.  (The 
Rating Districts are the areas so declared and named 
under Section 74A of the Fire Service Act 1979). 

1.3.2 In accordance with the provisions of Section 107(1) of the Act, 
and by absolute majority, the Council declares that the 
general fire protection rate is varied within the municipal area 
and within different parts of the municipal area of Burnie 
according to the following factors; 

(a) the locality of the land: 

(i) for land within the Burnie Composite Brigade 
Rating District the general fire protection rate is 
varied by increasing it to 1.4889 cents in the 
dollar AAV; 

(ii) for land within the Ridgley Volunteer Brigade 
Rating District the general fire protection rate is 
varied by increasing it to 0.3842 cents in the 
dollar AAV. 

1.4 Remissions 

1.4.1 In accordance with Section 129(3) of the Act, and by absolute 
majority, Council grants a remission of the stormwater 
removal rate or charge if: 

(a) A ratepayer has applied in accordance with Section 
129(2) of the Act; and 

(b) the applicant has satisfied the General Manager that 
the remission of stormwater removal rate or charge 
should be granted on the basis that the property has 
no ability to connect to the stormwater system, in 
accordance with the Council’s Rates and Charges 



OPEN SESSION  MINUTES - ORDINARY MEETING OF COUNCIL 
 TUESDAY, 22 JUNE 2021 

Page 65 

Policy. 

1.4.2 In accordance with Section 129(3) of the Act, and by absolute 
majority, Council grants a remission of the Waste 
Management Charge if: 

(a) A ratepayer has applied in accordance with Section 
129(2) of the Act; and 

(b) the applicant has satisfied the General Manager that 
the remission of the Waste Management Charge 
should be granted on the basis that collection is 
impractical due to limited presentation space at the 
kerbside or insufficient storage space within the 
property, in accordance with the Council’s Rates and 
Charges Policy. 

1.4.3 In accordance Section 129(4) of the Act, and by absolute 
majority, the Council grants the following remission of rates. 

(a) For all land to which the Council does not provide a 
garbage collection service a remission of $227.28 is to 
be granted; 

(b) For all land to which the Council does not provide a 
recycling service a remission of $75.42 is to be granted. 

1.5 Payment Options 

1.5.1 Due Dates 

In accordance with the provisions of Section 124 of the Act 
Council determines that all rates and charges are payable by 
four instalments, (calculated to the nearest cent) the due date 
by which they are to be paid being: 

1st Instalment – 31 August 2021 

2nd Instalment – 30 November 2021 

3rd Instalment – 28 February 2022 

4th Instalment – 31 May 2022 

1.5.2 Discount for Early Payment 

In accordance with the provisions of Section 130 of the Act 
Council will provide a discount of 2.5% of the total current 
rates and charges (excluding fire levy) specified in a rates 
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notice applying to all the rates and charges for the financial 
year 2021-22 and any arrears, that are paid by 5.00 pm, 31 
August 2021 and providing all arrears of rates and charges are 
paid. 

1.5.3 Defaults and Penalties 

(a) In accordance with the provisions of Section 124(5) of 
the Act if a ratepayer fails to pay any instalment within 
21 days of the date on which the instalment is due, the 
ratepayer is to immediately pay the full amount of the 
unpaid rates and charges. 

(b) In accordance with the provisions of Section 128(2) if 
any rates and charges or instalment of rates and 
charges are not paid on or before the date they fall 
due, then daily interest charged monthly, at the 
prescribed percentage determined in the Council’s 
Rates and Charges Policy, is payable from the date 
they fell due to the date of payment. 

1.6 Supplementary Rates 

1.6.1 In accordance with the provisions of Section 92 of the Act 
Council delegates to the General Manager the power to adjust 
a rate as a result of a supplementary valuation. 

2. Waste Vouchers 

2.1 Council authorises the General Manager to provide each separately 
occupied tenement with four green waste vouchers and four general 
waste vouchers.” 

 

For: Cr S Kons, Cr A Boyd, Cr T Brumby, Cr K Dorsey, Cr C Lynch, Cr A Keygan, Cr G 
Simpson, Cr T Bulle, Cr D Pease. 

Against:  

 CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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Rates R esoluti on - Differenti al R ate C entral Bur nie 
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Rates R esoluti on - Burni e and Ridgley Water and Sewer Dis tricts  
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(AO105-21) FEES AND CHAR GES 2021-22 

CORPORATE AND BUSINESS SERVICES 
 

AO105-21 FEES AND CHARGES 2021-22 
 

FILE NO: 13/10/1 
PREVIOUS MIN:       

 

 
MAKING BURNIE 2030 – CORPORATE PLAN REFERENCE: 
 

Direction 7~AN ENGAGING AND ACCOUNTABLE LEADERSHIP FOCUSED ON A STRONG FUTURE 

Objective 7.4~A sustainable, viable financial future is assured and accountability is demonstrated through 
open and transparent processes. 

Strategy 7.4.2~Demonstrate financial accountability and ensure strong internal controls underpin 
performance. 

 
1.0 RECOMMENDATION: 
 
“THAT Council adopt the draft Fees and Charges Schedule 2021-22, as presented”.  
 
 

2.0 SUMMARY 
 
The report tables the updated draft fees and charges for the 2021-22 financial year, and 
seeks Council’s adoption of the schedule. 
 
3.0 BACKGROUND 
 
The Local Government Act 1993 prescribes the ability for a Council to impose fees and 
charges as follows: 
 

(1)   In addition to any other power to impose fees and charges but subject to subsection (2) , a council 
may impose fees and charges in respect of any one or all of the following matters: 
 
(a)  the use of any property or facility owned, controlled, managed or maintained  

by the council; 
(b)  services supplied at a person's request; 
(c)  carrying out work at a person's request; 
(d)  providing information or materials, or providing copies of, or extracts from, records of the 

council; 
(e)  any application to the council; 
(f)  any licence, permit, registration or authorization granted by the council; 
(g)  any other prescribed matter. 

 
(2)   A council may not impose a fee or charge in respect of a matter if – 

(a)  a fee or charge is prescribed in respect of that matter; or 
(b)  this or any other Act provides that a fee or charge is not payable in respect of that matter. 

 
(3)   Any fee or charge under subsection (1) need not be fixed by reference to the cost to the council. 

 
  

https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-1993-095#GS205@Gs2@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-1993-095#GS205@Gs1@EN
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4.0 LEGISLATIVE REQUIREMENTS 
 
Division 7 of the Local Government Act 1993 refer to the mechanism for determining fees 
and charges along with the Council’s responsibilities in making these available to the public. 
 
5.0 POLICY CONSIDERATIONS 
 
The Fees and Charges Schedule is consistent with the principles and information contained 
in the Council’s Financial Management Strategy 2031, adopted by the Council in April 2021. 
 
6.0 FINANCIAL IMPACT 
 
There are no material financial considerations that arise from this report.  All increases 
associated with the proposed Fees and Charges Schedule have been included in the 
calculations within the Financial Management Strategy. 
 
Some charges are set by fee units derived from the Fee Units Act 1997, as opposed to a rate 
set by the Council.  Fee units are assessed annually and updated by the State Government.  
The fee unit value for 2021-22 was set by the Minister for Finance at $1.65 per unit, which 
was advertised in the Gazette on 10 February 2021. 
  
7.0 DISCUSSION 
 
In accordance with the Financial Management Strategy 2031, fees and charges have typically 
increased by 1.92%, the five year average CPI rate. 
 
A number of exceptions arise where there is an operational need to round these figures to 
ensure whole numbers or where Council have implemented a different strategy to set the 
fees and charges. 
 
One such strategy is the increase to parking income. The Council recently determined to 
continue with the first hour free parking in the multi storey car park. To recoup this foregone 
income, the Council may increase its parking fees for on-street and within the multi-storey 
car park. 
 
An increase to parking fees has not occurred since the 2018-19 financial year. 
 
Additionally an increase to the waste management commercial waste charge has been 
included as a risk mitigation strategy, should the State Government proceed to implement 
the new waste levy in the 2021-22 financial year.    
 
Finally, a series of new application fees have been included in the Fees and Charges 
Miscellaneous Schedule associated with Council’s responsibilities as the Railway Corridor 
Manager.  These charges are in line with the Strategic Infrastructure Corridors (Strategic and 
Recreational Use) Act 2016.  The annual fees are a nominal amount that are expected to be 
largely based upon a cost recovery model over the course of the term of the agreement.   
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8.0 RISK 
 
There are no risks that arise from the adoption of the Fees and Charges Schedule. 
 
9.0 CONSULTATION 
 
Council considered the draft Fees and Charges Schedule for 2021-22 at the workshop 
conducted on 8 June 2021. 
 
ATTACHMENTS  
 

1⇩. Draft - Fees and Charges Schedule 2021-22  

   

COUNCIL RESOLUTION 

Resolution number: MO099-21 

MOVED: Cr G Simpson 

SECONDED: Cr K Dorsey  

“THAT Council adopt the draft Fees and Charges Schedule 2021-22, as presented”.  

 

For: Cr S Kons, Cr A Boyd, Cr T Brumby, Cr K Dorsey, Cr C Lynch, Cr A Keygan, Cr G 
Simpson, Cr T Bulle, Cr D Pease. 

Against:  

 CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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Draft - Fees and Charges Schedule 2021-22 
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Gener al M anager  

(AO106-21) GENER AL M ANAGER'S REPORT - OPEN  SESSION  

GENERAL MANAGER 
 

AO106-21 GENERAL MANAGER'S REPORT - OPEN SESSION 
 

FILE NO: 4/18/2 
PREVIOUS MIN:       

 

 
MAKING BURNIE 2030 – CORPORATE PLAN REFERENCE: 
 

Direction 7  AN ENGAGING AND ACCOUNTABLE LEADERSHIP FOCUSED ON A STRONG FUTURE 

Objective 7.2  Council and the community are informed and engaged on issues of local importance. 

Strategy 7.2.1  Enhance the level of community and organisational engagement across a range of Council 
operations. 

 
1.0 RECOMMENDATION: 
 
“THAT Council note the information contained in the General Manager’s Report.” 
 
 

2.0 SUMMARY 
 
This report includes the following items: 
 
 2.1 Mayor’s Communications 
 2.2 General Manager’s Communications 
 2.3 Notification of Council Workshops 
 2.4 Correspondence for Noting 
 2.5 Council Meeting Action List 
 
2.1 MAYOR’S COMMUNICATIONS  
 
The Mayor advises that the following meetings, events or appointments were attended since 
the last Council Meeting report: 
 

 Meeting with TasWater 

 Friends of the Burnie Regional Art Gallery – May Meeting 

 Meeting with Senator Jacqui Lambie 

 Business North West - General Meeting 

 BAFC Redevelopment Meeting – Burnie Cultural Precinct 

 Burnie Historical Society - General Meeting 

 Business North West – Lunch event with Prime Minister Scott Morrison and 
Treasurer Josh Frydenberg 

 Meeting with Richard Welsh and Allan Johnson 

 Community Networking Night with 2021 Tasmanian Australians of the Year 

 Metro Tasmania – Business Breakfast 

 MyState Foundation – 20 Year Celebration 

 Lunch meeting with UTAS Vice Chancellor, Rufus Black 
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 University of Tasmania's Asia Institute - Re/connecting with Asia workshop 

 Burnie Musical Society  - Annual General Meeting 

 COSTA Berries Tasmania - end of season Morning Tea 

 Lunch with Federal Minister for Local Government Hon Mark Coulton MP 

 Meeting with Waratah Wynyard Council - Acting Mayor Mary Duniam and General 
Manager Shane Crawford 

 Business North West Breakfast Session with Guest Speaker Ali Uren from Kiikstart 
 
2.2 GENERAL MANAGER’S COMMUNICATIONS  
 
The General Manager advises that the following meetings, events or appointments were 
attended since the last Council Meeting report: 
 

Date Meeting / Function   

13 May Meeting with Ruth Forrest MLC 

Meeting with Mike Brindley and Craig Perkins (CEO) - Regional 
Development Australia – Tasmania 

Meeting with Ian Jones 

Meeting with Phil Leersen, UTAS 

Meeting with Patrick Grieve 

14 May Meeting with Carol-Anne Thacker 

Meeting with Mike Harris re City Market 

17 May Meeting with Stephen Sheridan, Yachties Bar Cafe  

Friends of the Burnie Regional Art Gallery – May Meeting 

18 May Meeting with Paul Cenoz 

UTAS/BCC West Park Transition Working Group 

Meeting with Phil Leersen, UTAS 

Dinner with UTAS 

19 May Meeting with Jacqui Allen (Deputy Secretary Cultural and Tourism 
Development - DSG) and David Sudmalis (Director Arts Tasmania) 

Meeting with Senator Jacqui Lambie 

Business North West – General Meeting 

20 May TasNetworks meeting - North West Transmission Developments 

Meeting with Lyndal Thorne and Warren Moore 

Meeting with Daryl Connelly, Cradle Coast Authority 

BAFC Redevelopment Meeting – Burnie Cultural Precinct 

Burnie Historical Society - General Meeting 

21 May Meeting with Friends of the Burnie Regional Museum 

Business North West – Lunch event with Prime Minister Scott 
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Date Meeting / Function   

Morrison and Treasurer Josh Frydenberg 

Meeting with Jim Cavaye, UTAS 

Meeting with Richard Welsh and Allan Johnson 

24 May Meeting with Terry Lockwood, UTAS 

7 June Meeting with Grant Parkes from Cafe Europa 

8 June Renewable Energy Expo Working Group Meeting 

Lunch with Federal Minister for Local Government Hon Mark 
Coulton MP 

Meeting with Waratah Wynyard Council - Acting Mayor Mary 
Duniam and General Manager Shane Crawford 

 
2.3 NOTIFICATION OF COUNCIL WORKSHOPS 
 

Workshop  1 June 2021 

Councillors in 
attendance 

Mayor Kons, Deputy Mayor Simpson, Cr Boyd, Cr Bulle, Cr Brumby,  
Cr Dorsey, Cr Keygan, Cr Lynch, Cr Pease 

Apologies  

Items Discussed Budget Discussions 

General Manager’s Update 

 

Workshop  8 June 2021 

Councillors in 
attendance 

Mayor Kons, Deputy Mayor Simpson, Cr Bulle, Cr Brumby, Cr Keygan,  
Cr Lynch, Cr Pease 

Apologies Cr Boyd and Cr Dorsey 

Items Discussed TasNetworks – North West Transmission Developments update 

#Discover Burnie 

Sporting Facilities Recycling 

Burnie Works Transition and Future Scope of Works 

Budget Discussions 

TasWater Owners Representatives Group – General Meeting 

 
2.4 CORRESPONDENCE FOR NOTING 
 
Correspondence for Noting is attached as listed below. 
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2.5 COUNCIL MEETING ACTION LIST 
 
The action lists from Council Meetings in Open Session are attached at the end of this 
report. 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS  
 

1⇩. Correspondence from Department of Primary Industries, Parks, Water and 
Environment - Westcoast Renewable Energy Pty Ltd 

 

2⇩. Open Session - All Actions - 25 May 2021  

3⇩. Open Session - Outstanding Actions Jul 2020 to Apr 2021  

   

COUNCIL RESOLUTION 

Resolution number: MO100-21 

MOVED: Cr T Bulle 

SECONDED: Cr T Brumby  

“THAT Council note the information contained in the General Manager’s Report.” 

 

For: Cr S Kons, Cr A Boyd, Cr T Brumby, Cr K Dorsey, Cr C Lynch, Cr A Keygan, Cr G 
Simpson, Cr T Bulle, Cr D Pease. 

Against:  

 CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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Correspondence fr om D epartment of Primar y Indus tries , Par ks, Water and Environment - Wes tcoas t R enewabl e Energy Pty Ltd 
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Open Sessi on - All Acti ons - 25 May 2021 
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Open Sessi on - Outs tanding Acti ons  Jul  2020 to Apr 2021 
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Council C ommunications  

(AO107-21) COMMUN ICAT ION S JOURNAL - BURNIE C OASTAL ART GROU P INC  - TASART EXH IBITION  2021 

 

AO107-21 COMMUNICATIONS JOURNAL - BURNIE COASTAL ART GROUP INC 
- TASART EXHIBITION 2021 

 
FILE NO: 2/17/3; 21/32474; 21/35480 
PREVIOUS MIN:       

 

 
 
MAKING BURNIE 2030 – CORPORATE PLAN REFERENCE: 
 

Direction 1  AN ATTRACTIVE PLACE TO LIVE, WORK AND PLAY 

Objective 1.2  A community that celebrates and participates in its arts, culture and heritage. 

Strategy 1.2.1  Promote the value of arts and culture in our community by supporting initiatives and 
opportunities that grow participation and appreciation of cultural diversity and the arts. 

 
1.0 RECOMMENDATION: 
 
“THAT Council advise the Burnie Coastal Art Group that it will commit $5,000 in funding 
towards the 2021 TASART Exhibition in the 2021/22 budget.”  
 
 

2.0 SUMMARY 
 
The Burnie Coastal Art Group has requested a commitment from Council of $5,000 towards 
the 2021 TASART Exhibition in October.   
 
A copy of their correspondence is attached which includes an initial letter describing the 
activities of 2020-21 when the TASART Exhibition was unable to be held.  
 

3.0 GENERAL MANAGER’S COMMENTS 
 
Council has been a supporter of the TASART Exhibition for a number of years. It has 
previously allocated $5,000 in sponsorship to the Coastal Art Group toward this exhibition 
which is a recognised event in the state arts calendar and attracts a high number of entries 
from around Australia. 
 
It is noted that due to the impacts of COVID-19, no sponsorship was paid by Council in the 
2020-21 financial year. 
 
It is proposed that in future years, a consistent and open process will be developed for the 
application, and consideration of, all such funding requests leading into the preparation of 
Council’s budget each year.   
 
It is recommended in this instance that the requested funding of $5,000 toward the 2021 
TASART Exhibition be approved.  
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ATTACHMENTS  
 

1⇩. Correspondence from Burnie Coastal Art Group Inc - 2021 TASART Exhibition  

   

COUNCIL RESOLUTION 

Resolution number: MO101-21 

MOVED: Cr K Dorsey 

SECONDED: Cr G Simpson  

“THAT Council advise the Burnie Coastal Art Group that it will commit $5,000 in funding 
towards the 2021 TASART Exhibition in the 2021/22 budget.”  

 

For: Cr S Kons, Cr A Boyd, Cr T Brumby, Cr K Dorsey, Cr C Lynch, Cr A Keygan, Cr G 
Simpson, Cr T Bulle, Cr D Pease. 

Against:  

 CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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Correspondence fr om Bur nie C oastal Ar t Gr oup Inc  - 2021 TASART Exhi bition 
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(AO108-21) COMMUN ICAT ION S JOURNAL - BURNIE VICTORIA LEAGU E FOR  COMM ON WEALTH  FRIENDSH IP IN TASM ANIA - PLACEM ENT OF PLAQUE 

 

AO108-21 COMMUNICATIONS JOURNAL - BURNIE VICTORIA LEAGUE FOR 
COMMONWEALTH FRIENDSHIP IN TASMANIA - PLACEMENT OF 
PLAQUE 

 
FILE NO: 2/17/3; 21/31961 
PREVIOUS MIN: AO019-21; AO044-21     

 

 
 
MAKING BURNIE 2030 – CORPORATE PLAN REFERENCE: 
 

Direction 1~AN ATTRACTIVE PLACE TO LIVE, WORK AND PLAY 

Objective 1.2~A community that celebrates and participates in its arts, culture and heritage. 

Strategy 1.2.4~Support civic events within the community. 

 
1.0 RECOMMENDATION: 
 
“THAT Council approve the installation of the Burnie Victoria League 100 years’ recognition 
plaque, in the foyer to the Council Chambers.” 
 
 

2.0 SUMMARY 
 
Correspondence has been received from Burnie Victoria League for Commonwealth 
Friendship in Tasmania Inc regarding the proposed placement of the club’s centenary 
plaque. 
 
3.0 GENERAL MANAGER’S COMMENTS 
 
Council first considered the placement of the Burnie Victoria League 100 years’ 
commemoration plaque on 27 January 2021 under a request from the Burnie Victoria 
League to have the plaque placed in either of Burnie Park, Hilder Parade, or Oakleigh Park. 
Council resolved to place the plaque in Oakleigh Park.  
 
Council later considered a Motion on Notice in relation to this matter at its meeting on 23 
March 2021, Item AO044-21 to install the plaque on a ground floor wall of the Council 
Chambers. At that meeting, the matter was deferred in order to allow for further 
information to come from the Burnie Victoria League.   
 
The attached letter from Burnie Victoria League confirms their support for the request to 
install the plaque in the Council Atrium, on the basis that the finished plaque is unsuitable 
for the conditions of an outdoor location.  
 
The previous advice to Council advised that the Council Chambers, in particular the Atrium, 
does not hold other recognition plaques for community service clubs or groups, and was not 
a suitable location.  
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However in further considering this matter and the request, it is identified that a suitable 
location would be on the second floor, alongside the Australia Day Honour Boards which 
have recently been transferred from the BAFC Board Room and mounted in the foyer to the 
Council Chambers. 
 
In this location, there is then some context to the plaque, in that the Burnie Victoria League 
have played a significant role through their long held association with the Australia Day 
Celebrations at Burnie.   
 
ATTACHMENTS  
 

1⇩. Correspondence from Burnie Victoria League - placement of plaque  

   
  



OPEN SESSION  MINUTES - ORDINARY MEETING OF COUNCIL 
 TUESDAY, 22 JUNE 2021 

Page 109 

COUNCIL RESOLUTION 

Resolution number: MO102-21 

MOVED: Cr A Keygan 

SECONDED: Cr D Pease  

“THAT Council approve the installation of the Burnie Victoria League 100 years’ recognition 
plaque, in the foyer to the Council Chambers.” 

 

The motion was not put due to the following amendment motion  

COUNCIL RESOLUTION 

MOVED: Cr K Dorsey 

SECONDED: Cr T Bulle 

“THAT the motion be amended to read:  
THAT Council approve the installation of the Burnie Victoria League 100 years’ recognition 
plaque, in the atrium to the Council.” 
 

The motion was not put due to the following procedural motion  

COUNCIL RESOLUTION 

MOVED: Cr T Brumby 

SECONDED: Cr K Dorsey 

“THAT the matter be deferred.” 
 

For: Cr S Kons, Cr A Boyd, Cr T Brumby, Cr K Dorsey, Cr C Lynch, Cr G Simpson, Cr T 
Bulle, Cr D Pease. 

Against: Cr A Keygan. 

 CARRIED 
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(AO109-21) COMMUN ICAT ION S JOURNAL - PET ITION - AUSTR ALIAN  SERVICES UN ION - SAVE BURNIE'S COMMUN ITY, ARTS AND TOURISM SER VIC ES 

COUNCIL COMMUNICATIONS 
 

AO109-21 COMMUNICATIONS JOURNAL - PETITION - AUSTRALIAN SERVICES 
UNION - SAVE BURNIE'S COMMUNITY, ARTS AND TOURISM 
SERVICES 

 
FILE NO: 2/17/3; 15/5/3; 21/32215 
PREVIOUS MIN:       

 

 
MAKING BURNIE 2030 – CORPORATE PLAN REFERENCE: 
 

Direction 7~AN ENGAGING AND ACCOUNTABLE LEADERSHIP FOCUSED ON A STRONG FUTURE 

Objective 7.1~A Council that provides engaging and effective leadership to Burnie. 

Strategy 7.1.1~Formulate policy that is equitable, inclusive and responsive to current needs, and ensure 
decision-making is informed and accountable. 

 
1.0 RECOMMENDATION: 
 
“THAT Council: 
 
1) Receive an electronic Petition containing 527 names lodged by Mr Aaron de la Torre of 

the Australian Services Union requesting that Council reverse the decision to make 
changes to its delivery of discretional services (as announced on 3 May 2021); and 
 

2) Advise the lodger of the Petition that Council: 
 

a) notes and acknowledges the concerns raised by the petitioners; and 
 

b) is unable to take the requested action to reverse the decision.” 
 
 

2.0 SUMMARY 
 
Correspondence and an electronic petition has been lodged with the General Manager by 
Aaron de la Torre of the Australian Services Union, tabling 527 names, with the following 
statement: 
 

Burnie City Council have made a decision to close the City's:  
- Museum;  
- Art Gallery;  
- Visitor Information Centre;  
- Paper Making Facilities at the Makers Workshop;  
- Marketing, Events and Promotions department; and  
- Community and Economic Development department.  

The closure of these services will result in 25 redundancies and a loss of some of the City's 
main tourist attractions.  
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The loss of the arts, tourism attractions and the City's own community engagement sections 
will be hugely damaging to the fabric of Burnie.  
 
We demand that Council reverse their decisions and stop these closures immediately.  
 
Why is this important?  
 
Burnie's arts, cultural and tourism sector is growing. Despite a pandemic, Burnie has seen 
domestic tourism return, and international tourism is on the cards sooner than anybody 
previously thought.  
 
The City claims that their repeated deficits are to blame for these closures. These deficits 
were created through a reduction in rates, and they were planned for. These deficits are no 
surprise.  
Council’s deficit last financial year was just $340,000; just 1% of their annual budget.  
 
Council spent over $4 million on contract services last year and are expected to continue 
along this same trajectory into the future. Many of the services which were contracted out 
are services which could be done much cheaper in-house; such as cleaning, weed spraying, 
general construction and asphalt work.  
 
Additionally, Council wasted over $550,000 in just five months last year on architectural 
services for a new Museum and Art Gallery, which will be thrown in the trash if these 
proposed changes go ahead.  
 
It’s this wasteful approach to spending which is causing harm to the budget, not staffing 
these vital services for this community.  
 
The decision to close many of the city's cultural institutions is incredibly short-sighted and 
extremely damaging to the fabric of Burnie.  

 
Burnie City Council's employees worked right through the North-West's COVID-19 outbreak. 
The livelihoods of these dedicated, long term employees should be a key factor in any 
decision.  
 
These closures will decimate any progress made towards a better Burnie for everyone and will 
result in a complete loss of vibrancy in the City.  
 
The community have made their voices heard. Council has no mandate to close these 
services. The decision must be reversed. 

 
A copy of the correspondence and petition is attached. 
 
3.0 GENERAL MANAGER’S COMMENTS 
 
Background 
 
The petition is a direct response to Council’s decision to make significant service delivery 
changes in the area of discretionary services in order to improve its financial position and 
meet core service delivery obligations.  
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This decision, together with the detail of impacts and changes, was communicated by 
Council to the public on 3 May 2021.  
 
Legislative Requirements 
 
Under the Local Government Act 1993, a Petition may be tabled with Council in accordance 
with the following provisions: 
 

Petitions 

(1)  A person may lodge a petition with a council by presenting it to a councillor or the general 
manager. 

(2)  A person lodging a petition is to ensure that the petition contains – 

(a) a clear and concise statement identifying the subject matter and the action requested; and 

(b) in the case of a paper petition, a heading on each page indicating the subject matter; and 

(c) in the case of a paper petition, a brief statement on each page of the subject matter and the 
action requested; and 

(d) a statement specifying the number of signatories; and 

(e) at the end of the petition –  

(i) in the case of a paper petition, the full name, address and signature of the person lodging 
the petition; and 

(ii) in the case of an electronic petition, the full name and address of the person lodging the 
petition and a statement by that person certifying that the statement of the subject 
matter and the action requested, as set out at the beginning of the petition, has not been 
changed. 

(3)  In this section – 

electronic petition means a petition where the petition is created and circulated electronically 
and the signatories have added their details by electronic means; 

paper petition means a petition where the petition is created on paper which is then circulated 
and to which the signatories have added their details directly onto the paper; 

petition means a paper petition or electronic petition; 

signatory means – 

(a) in the case of a paper petition, a person who has added his or her details to the paper petition 
and signed the petition; and 

(b) in the case of an electronic petition, a person who has added his or her details to the electronic 
petition. 

 

58.   Tabling petition 

(1)  A councillor who has been presented with a petition is to – 

(a) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   

(b) forward it to the general manager within 7 days after receiving it. 

(2) A general manager who has been presented with a petition or receives a petition under 
subsection (1)(b) is to table the petition at the next ordinary meeting of the council. 

(3)  A petition is not to be tabled if – 

(a) it does not comply with section 57 ; or 

(b) it is defamatory; or 

(c) any action it proposes is unlawful. 

(4)  The general manager is to advise the lodger of a petition that is not tabled the reason for not 
tabling it within 21 days after lodgment. 

 

https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-1993-095?query=((PrintType%3D%22act.reprint%22+AND+Amending%3C%3E%22pure%22+AND+PitValid%3D%40pointInTime(20190507000000))+OR+(PrintType%3D%22act.reprint%22+AND+Amending%3D%22pure%22+AND+PitValid%3D%40pointInTime(20190507000000))+OR+(PrintType%3D%22reprint%22+AND+Amending%3C%3E%22pure%22+AND+PitValid%3D%40pointInTime(20190507000000))+OR+(PrintType%3D%22reprint%22+AND+Amending%3D%22pure%22+AND+PitValid%3D%40pointInTime(20190507000000)))+AND+Title%3D(%22local%22+AND+%22government%22+AND+%22act%22+AND+%221993%22)&dQuery=Document+Types%3D%22%3Cspan+class%3D'dq-highlight'%3EActs%3C%2Fspan%3E%2C+%3Cspan+class%3D'dq-highlight'%3EAmending+Acts%3C%2Fspan%3E%2C+%3Cspan+class%3D'dq-highlight'%3ESRs%3C%2Fspan%3E%2C+%3Cspan+class%3D'dq-highlight'%3EAmending+SRs%3C%2Fspan%3E%22%2C+Search+In%3D%22%3Cspan+class%3D'dq-highlight'%3ETitle%3C%2Fspan%3E%22%2C+All+Words%3D%22%3Cspan+class%3D'dq-highlight'%3Elocal+government+act+1993%3C%2Fspan%3E%22%2C+Point+In+Time%3D%22%3Cspan+class%3D'dq-highlight'%3E07%2F05%2F2019%3C%2Fspan%3E%22#GS58@Gs1@Hpb@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-1993-095?query=((PrintType%3D%22act.reprint%22+AND+Amending%3C%3E%22pure%22+AND+PitValid%3D%40pointInTime(20190507000000))+OR+(PrintType%3D%22act.reprint%22+AND+Amending%3D%22pure%22+AND+PitValid%3D%40pointInTime(20190507000000))+OR+(PrintType%3D%22reprint%22+AND+Amending%3C%3E%22pure%22+AND+PitValid%3D%40pointInTime(20190507000000))+OR+(PrintType%3D%22reprint%22+AND+Amending%3D%22pure%22+AND+PitValid%3D%40pointInTime(20190507000000)))+AND+Title%3D(%22local%22+AND+%22government%22+AND+%22act%22+AND+%221993%22)&dQuery=Document+Types%3D%22%3Cspan+class%3D'dq-highlight'%3EActs%3C%2Fspan%3E%2C+%3Cspan+class%3D'dq-highlight'%3EAmending+Acts%3C%2Fspan%3E%2C+%3Cspan+class%3D'dq-highlight'%3ESRs%3C%2Fspan%3E%2C+%3Cspan+class%3D'dq-highlight'%3EAmending+SRs%3C%2Fspan%3E%22%2C+Search+In%3D%22%3Cspan+class%3D'dq-highlight'%3ETitle%3C%2Fspan%3E%22%2C+All+Words%3D%22%3Cspan+class%3D'dq-highlight'%3Elocal+government+act+1993%3C%2Fspan%3E%22%2C+Point+In+Time%3D%22%3Cspan+class%3D'dq-highlight'%3E07%2F05%2F2019%3C%2Fspan%3E%22#GS57@EN
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59.   Petitions seeking public meetings 

(1)  A petition under section 57 may request that a council hold a public meeting regarding the subject 
matter of the petition. 

(2)  A council must hold a public meeting if the petition complies with section 57 and it is signed by 
whichever is the lesser of the following: 

(a) 5% of the electors in the municipal area; 

(b) 1 000 of those electors. 

(3)  A petition that requests a public meeting is not to be made in respect of any matter relating to 
rates and charges in Part 9 if those rates or charges have been made for the current financial 
year. 

 

60.   Action on petition 

(1)  The general manager, by notice in writing to the person who lodged the petition, is to – 

(a) advise whether the petition complies with section 59 , if it seeks a public meeting; and 

(b) give reasonable notice of when the council is to consider the petition. 

(2)  Within 42 days after the tabling of the petition – 

(a) the general manager is to advise the council at a council meeting whether the petition 
complies with section 59 , if applicable; and 

(b) the council, at that meeting, is to determine any action to be taken in respect of the petition. 

(3)  If the petition complies with section 59 , or the council otherwise resolves to hold a public meeting 
regarding the subject matter of the petition, the council, within 30 days after the meeting referred 
to in subsection (2) , is to hold a public meeting to discuss the subject matter of the petition. 

(4)  The council is to record in the minutes of the meeting referred to in subsection (2)  – 

(a) the subject matter of the petition; and 

(b) the number of signatories to the petition. 

 
The petition was received by the General Manager on 19 May 2021. 
 
The petition complies with s57 of the Local Government Act 1993 as shown above. 
 
The General Manager has advised the lodger of the petition in writing that the item will be 
tabled as correspondence in the next ordinary meeting of Council, being the 22 June 2021. 
 
The Council must determine any action to be taken in respect of the petition within 42 days 
from the day on which the petition is tabled. 
 
Discussion  
 
The concerns of the petitioners are noted and acknowledged.  
 
When the decision was announced on 3 May 2021, extensive steps were taken to 
communicate the decision to a wide range of stakeholders, including affected staff, various 
community groups and the general public.   
 
Due to the potential impacts on a number of staff positions, it was not possible to undertake 
a broad and public consultation process prior to that decision. The decision of Council was to 
make significant service delivery changes in the area of discretionary services in order to 
improve Council’s financial position and meet core service delivery obligations.  
 

https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-1993-095?query=((PrintType%3D%22act.reprint%22+AND+Amending%3C%3E%22pure%22+AND+PitValid%3D%40pointInTime(20210607000000))+OR+(PrintType%3D%22act.reprint%22+AND+Amending%3D%22pure%22+AND+PitValid%3D%40pointInTime(20210607000000))+OR+(PrintType%3D%22reprint%22+AND+Amending%3C%3E%22pure%22+AND+PitValid%3D%40pointInTime(20210607000000))+OR+(PrintType%3D%22reprint%22+AND+Amending%3D%22pure%22+AND+PitValid%3D%40pointInTime(20210607000000)))+AND+Title%3D(%22Local%22+AND+%22Government%22+AND+%22Act%22+AND+%221993%22)&dQuery=Document+Types%3D%22%3Cspan+class%3D%27dq-highlight%27%3EActs%3C%2Fspan%3E%2C+%3Cspan+class%3D%27dq-highlight%27%3EAmending+Acts%3C%2Fspan%3E%2C+%3Cspan+class%3D%27dq-highlight%27%3ESRs%3C%2Fspan%3E%2C+%3Cspan+class%3D%27dq-highlight%27%3EAmending+SRs%3C%2Fspan%3E%22%2C+Search+In%3D%22%3Cspan+class%3D%27dq-highlight%27%3ETitle%3C%2Fspan%3E%22%2C+All+Words%3D%22%3Cspan+class%3D%27dq-highlight%27%3ELocal+Government+Act+1993%3C%2Fspan%3E%22%2C+Point+In+Time%3D%22%3Cspan+class%3D%27dq-highlight%27%3E07%2F06%2F2021%3C%2Fspan%3E%22#GS57@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-1993-095?query=((PrintType%3D%22act.reprint%22+AND+Amending%3C%3E%22pure%22+AND+PitValid%3D%40pointInTime(20210607000000))+OR+(PrintType%3D%22act.reprint%22+AND+Amending%3D%22pure%22+AND+PitValid%3D%40pointInTime(20210607000000))+OR+(PrintType%3D%22reprint%22+AND+Amending%3C%3E%22pure%22+AND+PitValid%3D%40pointInTime(20210607000000))+OR+(PrintType%3D%22reprint%22+AND+Amending%3D%22pure%22+AND+PitValid%3D%40pointInTime(20210607000000)))+AND+Title%3D(%22Local%22+AND+%22Government%22+AND+%22Act%22+AND+%221993%22)&dQuery=Document+Types%3D%22%3Cspan+class%3D%27dq-highlight%27%3EActs%3C%2Fspan%3E%2C+%3Cspan+class%3D%27dq-highlight%27%3EAmending+Acts%3C%2Fspan%3E%2C+%3Cspan+class%3D%27dq-highlight%27%3ESRs%3C%2Fspan%3E%2C+%3Cspan+class%3D%27dq-highlight%27%3EAmending+SRs%3C%2Fspan%3E%22%2C+Search+In%3D%22%3Cspan+class%3D%27dq-highlight%27%3ETitle%3C%2Fspan%3E%22%2C+All+Words%3D%22%3Cspan+class%3D%27dq-highlight%27%3ELocal+Government+Act+1993%3C%2Fspan%3E%22%2C+Point+In+Time%3D%22%3Cspan+class%3D%27dq-highlight%27%3E07%2F06%2F2021%3C%2Fspan%3E%22#GS57@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-1993-095?query=((PrintType%3D%22act.reprint%22+AND+Amending%3C%3E%22pure%22+AND+PitValid%3D%40pointInTime(20210607000000))+OR+(PrintType%3D%22act.reprint%22+AND+Amending%3D%22pure%22+AND+PitValid%3D%40pointInTime(20210607000000))+OR+(PrintType%3D%22reprint%22+AND+Amending%3C%3E%22pure%22+AND+PitValid%3D%40pointInTime(20210607000000))+OR+(PrintType%3D%22reprint%22+AND+Amending%3D%22pure%22+AND+PitValid%3D%40pointInTime(20210607000000)))+AND+Title%3D(%22Local%22+AND+%22Government%22+AND+%22Act%22+AND+%221993%22)&dQuery=Document+Types%3D%22%3Cspan+class%3D%27dq-highlight%27%3EActs%3C%2Fspan%3E%2C+%3Cspan+class%3D%27dq-highlight%27%3EAmending+Acts%3C%2Fspan%3E%2C+%3Cspan+class%3D%27dq-highlight%27%3ESRs%3C%2Fspan%3E%2C+%3Cspan+class%3D%27dq-highlight%27%3EAmending+SRs%3C%2Fspan%3E%22%2C+Search+In%3D%22%3Cspan+class%3D%27dq-highlight%27%3ETitle%3C%2Fspan%3E%22%2C+All+Words%3D%22%3Cspan+class%3D%27dq-highlight%27%3ELocal+Government+Act+1993%3C%2Fspan%3E%22%2C+Point+In+Time%3D%22%3Cspan+class%3D%27dq-highlight%27%3E07%2F06%2F2021%3C%2Fspan%3E%22#HP9@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-1993-095?query=((PrintType%3D%22act.reprint%22+AND+Amending%3C%3E%22pure%22+AND+PitValid%3D%40pointInTime(20190507000000))+OR+(PrintType%3D%22act.reprint%22+AND+Amending%3D%22pure%22+AND+PitValid%3D%40pointInTime(20190507000000))+OR+(PrintType%3D%22reprint%22+AND+Amending%3C%3E%22pure%22+AND+PitValid%3D%40pointInTime(20190507000000))+OR+(PrintType%3D%22reprint%22+AND+Amending%3D%22pure%22+AND+PitValid%3D%40pointInTime(20190507000000)))+AND+Title%3D(%22local%22+AND+%22government%22+AND+%22act%22+AND+%221993%22)&dQuery=Document+Types%3D%22%3Cspan+class%3D'dq-highlight'%3EActs%3C%2Fspan%3E%2C+%3Cspan+class%3D'dq-highlight'%3EAmending+Acts%3C%2Fspan%3E%2C+%3Cspan+class%3D'dq-highlight'%3ESRs%3C%2Fspan%3E%2C+%3Cspan+class%3D'dq-highlight'%3EAmending+SRs%3C%2Fspan%3E%22%2C+Search+In%3D%22%3Cspan+class%3D'dq-highlight'%3ETitle%3C%2Fspan%3E%22%2C+All+Words%3D%22%3Cspan+class%3D'dq-highlight'%3Elocal+government+act+1993%3C%2Fspan%3E%22%2C+Point+In+Time%3D%22%3Cspan+class%3D'dq-highlight'%3E07%2F05%2F2019%3C%2Fspan%3E%22#GS59@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-1993-095?query=((PrintType%3D%22act.reprint%22+AND+Amending%3C%3E%22pure%22+AND+PitValid%3D%40pointInTime(20190507000000))+OR+(PrintType%3D%22act.reprint%22+AND+Amending%3D%22pure%22+AND+PitValid%3D%40pointInTime(20190507000000))+OR+(PrintType%3D%22reprint%22+AND+Amending%3C%3E%22pure%22+AND+PitValid%3D%40pointInTime(20190507000000))+OR+(PrintType%3D%22reprint%22+AND+Amending%3D%22pure%22+AND+PitValid%3D%40pointInTime(20190507000000)))+AND+Title%3D(%22local%22+AND+%22government%22+AND+%22act%22+AND+%221993%22)&dQuery=Document+Types%3D%22%3Cspan+class%3D'dq-highlight'%3EActs%3C%2Fspan%3E%2C+%3Cspan+class%3D'dq-highlight'%3EAmending+Acts%3C%2Fspan%3E%2C+%3Cspan+class%3D'dq-highlight'%3ESRs%3C%2Fspan%3E%2C+%3Cspan+class%3D'dq-highlight'%3EAmending+SRs%3C%2Fspan%3E%22%2C+Search+In%3D%22%3Cspan+class%3D'dq-highlight'%3ETitle%3C%2Fspan%3E%22%2C+All+Words%3D%22%3Cspan+class%3D'dq-highlight'%3Elocal+government+act+1993%3C%2Fspan%3E%22%2C+Point+In+Time%3D%22%3Cspan+class%3D'dq-highlight'%3E07%2F05%2F2019%3C%2Fspan%3E%22#GS59@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-1993-095?query=((PrintType%3D%22act.reprint%22+AND+Amending%3C%3E%22pure%22+AND+PitValid%3D%40pointInTime(20190507000000))+OR+(PrintType%3D%22act.reprint%22+AND+Amending%3D%22pure%22+AND+PitValid%3D%40pointInTime(20190507000000))+OR+(PrintType%3D%22reprint%22+AND+Amending%3C%3E%22pure%22+AND+PitValid%3D%40pointInTime(20190507000000))+OR+(PrintType%3D%22reprint%22+AND+Amending%3D%22pure%22+AND+PitValid%3D%40pointInTime(20190507000000)))+AND+Title%3D(%22local%22+AND+%22government%22+AND+%22act%22+AND+%221993%22)&dQuery=Document+Types%3D%22%3Cspan+class%3D'dq-highlight'%3EActs%3C%2Fspan%3E%2C+%3Cspan+class%3D'dq-highlight'%3EAmending+Acts%3C%2Fspan%3E%2C+%3Cspan+class%3D'dq-highlight'%3ESRs%3C%2Fspan%3E%2C+%3Cspan+class%3D'dq-highlight'%3EAmending+SRs%3C%2Fspan%3E%22%2C+Search+In%3D%22%3Cspan+class%3D'dq-highlight'%3ETitle%3C%2Fspan%3E%22%2C+All+Words%3D%22%3Cspan+class%3D'dq-highlight'%3Elocal+government+act+1993%3C%2Fspan%3E%22%2C+Point+In+Time%3D%22%3Cspan+class%3D'dq-highlight'%3E07%2F05%2F2019%3C%2Fspan%3E%22#GS59@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-1993-095?query=((PrintType%3D%22act.reprint%22+AND+Amending%3C%3E%22pure%22+AND+PitValid%3D%40pointInTime(20190507000000))+OR+(PrintType%3D%22act.reprint%22+AND+Amending%3D%22pure%22+AND+PitValid%3D%40pointInTime(20190507000000))+OR+(PrintType%3D%22reprint%22+AND+Amending%3C%3E%22pure%22+AND+PitValid%3D%40pointInTime(20190507000000))+OR+(PrintType%3D%22reprint%22+AND+Amending%3D%22pure%22+AND+PitValid%3D%40pointInTime(20190507000000)))+AND+Title%3D(%22local%22+AND+%22government%22+AND+%22act%22+AND+%221993%22)&dQuery=Document+Types%3D%22%3Cspan+class%3D'dq-highlight'%3EActs%3C%2Fspan%3E%2C+%3Cspan+class%3D'dq-highlight'%3EAmending+Acts%3C%2Fspan%3E%2C+%3Cspan+class%3D'dq-highlight'%3ESRs%3C%2Fspan%3E%2C+%3Cspan+class%3D'dq-highlight'%3EAmending+SRs%3C%2Fspan%3E%22%2C+Search+In%3D%22%3Cspan+class%3D'dq-highlight'%3ETitle%3C%2Fspan%3E%22%2C+All+Words%3D%22%3Cspan+class%3D'dq-highlight'%3Elocal+government+act+1993%3C%2Fspan%3E%22%2C+Point+In+Time%3D%22%3Cspan+class%3D'dq-highlight'%3E07%2F05%2F2019%3C%2Fspan%3E%22#GS60@Gs2@EN
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When the ASU petition calling for a reversal of the decision was received, the opportunity to 
consider this action had passed. Due to the steps taken to communicate the decision, 
including discussions with potentially affected staff, and the need to make those changes for 
long term financial sustainability, it was not possible to act on the petition in the way it calls 
for.  
 
However, the concerns of the many people who have placed their name to the petition are 
noted and acknowledged. Council has endeavoured to ensure that affected staff are 
provided with as much support as possible in working through the impacts of the decisions.  
 
Since the 3 May announcement, extensive time has been spent in meeting with various 
stakeholders to outline the context of the decision and the proposed new service delivery 
for the future.  Consultation on the future model for will continue with the whole of the 
community.  
 
ATTACHMENTS  
 

1⇩. ASU - Correspondence and Petition  

   

COUNCIL RESOLUTION 

Resolution number: MO103-21 

MOVED: Cr A Keygan 

SECONDED: Cr K Dorsey  

“THAT Council: 
 
1) Receive an electronic Petition containing 527 names lodged by Mr Aaron de la Torre of 

the Australian Services Union requesting that Council reverse the decision to make 
changes to its delivery of discretional services (as announced on 3 May 2021); and 
 

2) Advise the lodger of the Petition that Council: 
 

a) notes and acknowledges the concerns raised by the petitioners; and 
 

b) is unable to take the requested action to reverse the decision.” 

 

For: Cr S Kons, Cr A Boyd, Cr T Brumby, Cr K Dorsey, Cr C Lynch, Cr A Keygan, Cr G 
Simpson, Cr T Bulle, Cr D Pease. 

Against:  

 CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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ASU -  Correspondence and Petiti on 
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(AO110-21) COMMUN ICAT ION S JOURNAL - PET ITION - BURNIE AR TS C OUNCIL - CH ANGES TO BURN IE CITY COUNC IL' S AR TS, CULTU RE, HER ITAGE AND  TOURISM VENU ES 

COUNCIL COMMUNICATIONS 
 

AO110-21 COMMUNICATIONS JOURNAL - PETITION - BURNIE ARTS COUNCIL 
- CHANGES TO BURNIE CITY COUNCIL'S ARTS, CULTURE, 
HERITAGE AND TOURISM VENUES 

 
FILE NO: 2/17/3; 15/5/3; 21/32800 
PREVIOUS MIN:       

 

 
MAKING BURNIE 2030 – CORPORATE PLAN REFERENCE: 
 

Direction 7~AN ENGAGING AND ACCOUNTABLE LEADERSHIP FOCUSED ON A STRONG FUTURE 

Objective 7.1~A Council that provides engaging and effective leadership to Burnie. 

Strategy 7.1.1~Formulate policy that is equitable, inclusive and responsive to current needs, and ensure 
decision-making is informed and accountable. 

 
1) RECOMMENDATION: 
 
“THAT Council: 
 
2) Receive a Petition containing 1,165 signatures lodged by Ms Lyndal Thorne of the 

Burnie Arts Council requesting that Council “halt any action which furthers progress on 
the decisions (as listed) until sufficient community consultation has been undertaken to 
investigate alternative options of addressing financial constraints whilst meeting key 
strategic objectives”; and  

 
3) Advise the lodger of the Petition that Council: 

 
a) notes and acknowledges the concerns raised by the petitioners; and 

 
b) is unable to take the requested action to halt the actions which further progress on 

the decision as announced on 3 May 2021, but is committed to continuing 
community consultation on the development of the upgraded and integrated centre 
for arts and culture.” 

 
 

2.0 SUMMARY 
 
A petition has been lodged with the General Manager by Lyndal Thorne of the Burnie Arts 
Council, tabling 1,165 names and signatures, with the following statement: 
 

I, the undersigned, understand that Burnie City Council intends to undertake the following 
actions: 

 Close Creative Paper Tasmania 

 Close the Visitor Information Centre currently located at Makers’ Workshop 

 Undertake a refurbishment of the Burnie Arts and Function Centre to create an 
integrated facility which will include the Burnie Regional Art Gallery and the Burnie 
Regional Museum 
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 Close the existing Burnie Regional Art Gallery indefinitely from July 1 

 Keep the Burnie Regional Museum closed for the period of the refurbishment 

 Make redundant up to 25 staff 

 Close its Marketing and Events department 

 Withdraw from the Cradle Coast Authority. 
 
This raft of decisions is not in alignment with Burnie’s Strategic Plan, Future Direction 1, 
Strategic Objective 1.2: ‘A community that celebrates and participates in its arts, culture and 
heritage’. I request that council halt any action which furthers progress on these decisions 
until sufficient community consultation has been undertaken to investigate alternative 
options of addressing financial constraints whilst meeting key strategic objectives. 

 
A copy of the petition is attached. 
 
3.0 GENERAL MANAGER’S COMMENTS 
 
Background 
 
The petition is a direct response to Council’s decision to make significant service delivery 
changes in the area of discretionary services in order to improve its financial position and 
meet core service deliver obligations.  
 
This decision, together with the detail of impacts and changes, was communicated by 
Council to the public on 3 May 2021.  
 
Legislative Requirements 
 
Under the Local Government Act 1993, a Petition may be tabled with Council in accordance 
with the following provisions: 
 

Petitions 

(1)  A person may lodge a petition with a council by presenting it to a councillor or the general 
manager. 

(2)  A person lodging a petition is to ensure that the petition contains – 

(a) a clear and concise statement identifying the subject matter and the action requested; and 

(b) in the case of a paper petition, a heading on each page indicating the subject matter; and 

(c) in the case of a paper petition, a brief statement on each page of the subject matter and the 
action requested; and 

(d) a statement specifying the number of signatories; and 

(e) at the end of the petition –  

(i) in the case of a paper petition, the full name, address and signature of the person lodging 
the petition; and 

(ii) in the case of an electronic petition, the full name and address of the person lodging the 
petition and a statement by that person certifying that the statement of the subject 
matter and the action requested, as set out at the beginning of the petition, has not been 
changed. 

(3)  In this section – 

electronic petition means a petition where the petition is created and circulated electronically 
and the signatories have added their details by electronic means; 
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paper petition means a petition where the petition is created on paper which is then circulated 
and to which the signatories have added their details directly onto the paper; 

petition means a paper petition or electronic petition; 

signatory means – 

(a) in the case of a paper petition, a person who has added his or her details to the paper petition 
and signed the petition; and 

(b) in the case of an electronic petition, a person who has added his or her details to the electronic 
petition. 

 

58.   Tabling petition 

(1)  A councillor who has been presented with a petition is to – 

(a) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   

(b) forward it to the general manager within 7 days after receiving it. 

(2) A general manager who has been presented with a petition or receives a petition under 
subsection (1)(b) is to table the petition at the next ordinary meeting of the council. 

(3)  A petition is not to be tabled if – 

(a) it does not comply with section 57 ; or 

(b) it is defamatory; or 

(c) any action it proposes is unlawful. 

(4)  The general manager is to advise the lodger of a petition that is not tabled the reason for not 
tabling it within 21 days after lodgment. 

 

59.   Petitions seeking public meetings 

(1)  A petition under section 57 may request that a council hold a public meeting regarding the subject 
matter of the petition. 

(2)  A council must hold a public meeting if the petition complies with section 57 and it is signed by 
whichever is the lesser of the following: 

(a) 5% of the electors in the municipal area; 

(b) 1 000 of those electors. 

(3)  A petition that requests a public meeting is not to be made in respect of any matter relating to 
rates and charges in Part 9 if those rates or charges have been made for the current financial 
year. 

 

60.   Action on petition 

(1)  The general manager, by notice in writing to the person who lodged the petition, is to – 

(a) advise whether the petition complies with section 59 , if it seeks a public meeting; and 

(b) give reasonable notice of when the council is to consider the petition. 

(2)  Within 42 days after the tabling of the petition – 

(a) the general manager is to advise the council at a council meeting whether the petition 
complies with section 59 , if applicable; and 

(b) the council, at that meeting, is to determine any action to be taken in respect of the petition. 

(3)  If the petition complies with section 59 , or the council otherwise resolves to hold a public meeting 
regarding the subject matter of the petition, the council, within 30 days after the meeting referred 
to in subsection (2) , is to hold a public meeting to discuss the subject matter of the petition. 

(4)  The council is to record in the minutes of the meeting referred to in subsection (2)  – 

(a) the subject matter of the petition; and 

(b) the number of signatories to the petition. 

 
The petition was received by the General Manager on 24 May 2021. 

https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-1993-095?query=((PrintType%3D%22act.reprint%22+AND+Amending%3C%3E%22pure%22+AND+PitValid%3D%40pointInTime(20190507000000))+OR+(PrintType%3D%22act.reprint%22+AND+Amending%3D%22pure%22+AND+PitValid%3D%40pointInTime(20190507000000))+OR+(PrintType%3D%22reprint%22+AND+Amending%3C%3E%22pure%22+AND+PitValid%3D%40pointInTime(20190507000000))+OR+(PrintType%3D%22reprint%22+AND+Amending%3D%22pure%22+AND+PitValid%3D%40pointInTime(20190507000000)))+AND+Title%3D(%22local%22+AND+%22government%22+AND+%22act%22+AND+%221993%22)&dQuery=Document+Types%3D%22%3Cspan+class%3D'dq-highlight'%3EActs%3C%2Fspan%3E%2C+%3Cspan+class%3D'dq-highlight'%3EAmending+Acts%3C%2Fspan%3E%2C+%3Cspan+class%3D'dq-highlight'%3ESRs%3C%2Fspan%3E%2C+%3Cspan+class%3D'dq-highlight'%3EAmending+SRs%3C%2Fspan%3E%22%2C+Search+In%3D%22%3Cspan+class%3D'dq-highlight'%3ETitle%3C%2Fspan%3E%22%2C+All+Words%3D%22%3Cspan+class%3D'dq-highlight'%3Elocal+government+act+1993%3C%2Fspan%3E%22%2C+Point+In+Time%3D%22%3Cspan+class%3D'dq-highlight'%3E07%2F05%2F2019%3C%2Fspan%3E%22#GS58@Gs1@Hpb@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-1993-095?query=((PrintType%3D%22act.reprint%22+AND+Amending%3C%3E%22pure%22+AND+PitValid%3D%40pointInTime(20190507000000))+OR+(PrintType%3D%22act.reprint%22+AND+Amending%3D%22pure%22+AND+PitValid%3D%40pointInTime(20190507000000))+OR+(PrintType%3D%22reprint%22+AND+Amending%3C%3E%22pure%22+AND+PitValid%3D%40pointInTime(20190507000000))+OR+(PrintType%3D%22reprint%22+AND+Amending%3D%22pure%22+AND+PitValid%3D%40pointInTime(20190507000000)))+AND+Title%3D(%22local%22+AND+%22government%22+AND+%22act%22+AND+%221993%22)&dQuery=Document+Types%3D%22%3Cspan+class%3D'dq-highlight'%3EActs%3C%2Fspan%3E%2C+%3Cspan+class%3D'dq-highlight'%3EAmending+Acts%3C%2Fspan%3E%2C+%3Cspan+class%3D'dq-highlight'%3ESRs%3C%2Fspan%3E%2C+%3Cspan+class%3D'dq-highlight'%3EAmending+SRs%3C%2Fspan%3E%22%2C+Search+In%3D%22%3Cspan+class%3D'dq-highlight'%3ETitle%3C%2Fspan%3E%22%2C+All+Words%3D%22%3Cspan+class%3D'dq-highlight'%3Elocal+government+act+1993%3C%2Fspan%3E%22%2C+Point+In+Time%3D%22%3Cspan+class%3D'dq-highlight'%3E07%2F05%2F2019%3C%2Fspan%3E%22#GS57@EN
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The petition complies with s57 of the Local Government Act 1993 as shown above. 
 
The General Manager has advised the lodger of the petition in writing that the item will be 
tabled as correspondence in the next ordinary meeting of Council, being the 22 June 2021. 
 
The Council must determine any action to be taken in respect of the petition within 42 days 
from the day on which the petition is tabled. 
 
Discussion  
 
The concerns of the petitioners are noted and acknowledged.  
 
When the decision was announced on 3 May 2021, extensive steps were taken to 
communicate the decision to a wide range of stakeholders, including affected staff, various 
community groups and the general public.   
 
Due to the potential impacts on a number of staff positions, it was not possible to undertake 
a broad and public consultation process prior to that decision. The decision was to make 
significant service delivery changes in the area of discretionary services in order to improve 
Council’s financial position and meet core service delivery obligations.  
 
The Burnie Arts Council petition calls for “a halt on any action which furthers progress on 
these decisions until sufficient community consultation has been undertaken to investigate 
alternative options of addressing financial constraints whilst meeting key strategic 
objectives.” 
 
When the petition was received, it was not possible to delay the actions which were 
commenced as a result of the decision. Largely this was due to the impact on affected staff.  
 
Prior to making the decision, Council had extensively considered its various options in 
relation to service delivery and long term financial sustainability, before making this difficult 
decision.  
 
However while Council is unable to halt the actions undertaken from the decision, the 
concerns of the significant number of people who have placed their name to the petition are 
noted and acknowledged.   
 
Since the 3 May announcement, extensive time has been spent in meeting with various 
stakeholders to outline the context of the decision and the proposed new service delivery 
for the future.  
 
Consultation on the future model for the upgraded centre for arts and culture will continue 
with the whole of the community.  
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ATTACHMENTS  
 

1⇩. Petition - Burnie Arts Council  

   

COUNCIL RESOLUTION 

Resolution number: MO104-21 

MOVED: Cr G Simpson 

SECONDED: Cr K Dorsey  

“THAT Council: 
 
2) Receive a Petition containing 1,165 signatures lodged by Ms Lyndal Thorne of the 

Burnie Arts Council requesting that Council “halt any action which furthers progress on 
the decisions (as listed) until sufficient community consultation has been undertaken to 
investigate alternative options of addressing financial constraints whilst meeting key 
strategic objectives”; and  

 
3) Advise the lodger of the Petition that Council: 

 
a) notes and acknowledges the concerns raised by the petitioners; and 

 
b) is unable to take the requested action to halt the actions which further progress on 

the decision as announced on 3 May 2021, but is committed to continuing 
community consultation on the development of the upgraded and integrated centre 
for arts and culture.” 

 

For: Cr S Kons, Cr A Boyd, Cr T Brumby, Cr K Dorsey, Cr C Lynch, Cr A Keygan, Cr G 
Simpson, Cr T Bulle, Cr D Pease. 

Against:  

 CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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Petition - Bur nie Arts  Council  
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Minutes and Reports of C ommittees  

(AO111-21) BURN IE AU STRALIA D AY SPEC IAL C OMMITTEE UNCONFIRMED M INUTES OF M EET ING H ELD ON  17 M AY 2021 

MINUTES AND REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 
 

AO111-21 BURNIE AUSTRALIA DAY SPECIAL COMMITTEE UNCONFIRMED 
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 17 MAY 2021 
 
FILE NO: 29/1/8   

 

RECEPTION FOR DISCUSSION 
 
 RECOMMENDATION: 
 
“THAT the Unconfirmed Minutes of the meeting of the Burnie Australia Day Special 
Committee held on 17 May 2021 be received for discussion.” 
 

 

 

 
SUMMARY  
 
At its meeting on 17 May 2021, the members of the Burnie Australia Day Special Committee 
met and discussed ongoing arrangements for the 2022 Australia Day ceremony, including:- 
 

 Entertainment options 

 Guest Speaker options 

 Aboriginal / Indigenous opening 

 Advertising 
 
It is recommended that these minutes be received for discussion. 
 
ATTACHMENTS  
 

1⇩. Burnie Australia Day Special Committee - Minutes of Meeting held on 17 May 2021  
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COUNCIL RESOLUTION 

Resolution number: MO105-21 

MOVED: Cr K Dorsey 

SECONDED: Cr T Brumby  

“THAT the Unconfirmed Minutes of the meeting of the Burnie Australia Day Special 
Committee held on 17 May 2021 be received for discussion.” 

 

For: Cr S Kons, Cr A Boyd, Cr T Brumby, Cr K Dorsey, Cr C Lynch, Cr A Keygan, Cr G 
Simpson, Cr T Bulle, Cr D Pease. 

Against:  

 CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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Bur nie Australi a D ay Speci al C ommi ttee - Minutes of M eeting held on 17 May 2021 
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(AO112-21) BURN IE YOUTH C OUNCIL SPECIAL COMMITTEE UNCONFIRMED  MINUTES OF M EET ING HELD ON 27 MAY 2021 

MINUTES AND REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 
 

AO112-21 BURNIE YOUTH COUNCIL SPECIAL COMMITTEE UNCONFIRMED 
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 27 MAY 2021 
 
FILE NO: 2/5/34   

 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
“THAT the Unconfirmed Minutes of the meeting of the Burnie Youth Council Special 
Committee held on 27 May 2021, be received and noted.” 
 
 

 

 

SUMMARY  
 
There was a change in the representative from Parklands High School. Bella Jongschapp 
stepped down from the Burnie Youth Council and Kyron Lyons was welcomed as the new 
representative.  
 
The Youth Council went on a tour of the Burnie Library. 
 
The Youth Council continued brainstorming activities and ideas for the coming year. 
 
ATTACHMENTS  
 

1⇩. Burnie Youth Council Minutes - 27 May 2021  

   

COUNCIL RESOLUTION 

Resolution number: MO106-21 

MOVED: Cr G Simpson 

SECONDED: Cr D Pease  

“THAT the Unconfirmed Minutes of the meeting of the Burnie Youth Council Special 
Committee held on 27 May 2021, be received and noted.” 

 

For: Cr S Kons, Cr A Boyd, Cr T Brumby, Cr K Dorsey, Cr C Lynch, Cr A Keygan, Cr G 
Simpson, Cr T Bulle, Cr D Pease. 

Against:  

 CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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Bur nie Youth Council Minutes - 27 May 2021 
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Non Agenda Items  

(AO113-21) NON  AGEND A ITEM S 

AO113-21 NON AGENDA ITEMS 
 
 
In accordance with the requirements of Regulation 8(5) of the Local Government (Meeting 
Procedures) Regulations 2015 a matter may only be discussed at a meeting if it is specifically 
listed on the agenda of that meeting. 
 
Council by absolute majority may decide at an ordinary meeting to deal with a matter that is 
not on the agenda if the General Manager has reported: 
 
(a) the reason it was not possible to include the matter on the agenda; and 
(b) the matter is urgent; and 
(c) that advice has been provided under section 65 of the Act. 
 
 
There were no non agenda items.  
 

      
 
There being no further business the Mayor declared the Meeting closed at 8.17pm. 
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